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by Kirk McNair 


Foundation laid for building 
2004 Crimson Tide team 


here were several objectives of spring 

| football practice at Alabama this year. 

Some were obvious, such as beginning 

the job of finding replacements for departed 

starters. In the larger picture, it was a time to 

teach the basics of football that will establish 

the framework of play next fall. And, perhaps 

most important for success, spring training 
was a time for an attitude adjustment. 

Crimson Tide Head Coach Mike Shula said, 
“We wanted the guys to feel better about what 
they are doing, and we made strides in that 
area. We wanted them to have a mindset, that 
there is an urgency to do things the right way 
all the time. And we made strides there. We 
are light years ahead of where we were in our 
understanding, our mental attitude,” he said. 

The end of spring practice marks the begin- 
ning of the next step. “Now we go into the off- 
season with a foundation,” Shula said. “But we 
have to keep building. You don't stay the same, 
so you have got to work to get better.” 

There is mandated off-time from organized 
activity in the spring, but there will be work- 
outs in late spring and through the summer 
before the team reports back August 9. By the 
time the second semester of summer school 
begins on July 6, virtually all returning play- 
ers and many newcomers are expected to be 
on campus. 

Although it has been oft-repeated, that repeti- 
tion doesn’t diminish the impact Shula and 
staff not having spring practice with Alabama 
last year had on Bama’s 2003 season. Almost no 
one expects a repeat of last year’s 4-9 record. 

This was one of the earliest spring practices 
ever at Alabama. The 15 work days started 
February 21 and ended with A-Day on March 
20, That is about a month earlier than has 
been customary. Although there were a few 
brisk days (“Whose idea was it to start spring 
practice in February?” Shula asked after one 
cold day), Bama did not miss a scheduled day 
of practice because of bad weather. And be- 
cause practice was completed before The 
University’s spring break, the Tide did not 
have those “lull” days just before the open 
week and just after the return, The early start 
and resulting early finish could pay dividends 
as those players with injuries get more recu- 
peration time, and all players have more time 
to prepare for final examinations. 
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Bama Made Strides I 


Spring Football Practice: 


Mike Shula directed Alabama's football team in 
spring training and said that it was a successful 


practice time in many areas. Barry Fikes Photo 


Alabama continued to work short-handed 
because of NCAA sanctions that have limited 
scholarships over the past few years. Whereas 
most teams had between 60 and 70 scholar- 
shipped players in practice this spring, 
Alabama had no more than 50 scholarshipped 
players participating in spring training. Any 
student wanting to claim he was a third team 
player for Bama had only to try out at a num- 
ber of positions, because the Tide really had no 
more than two teams throughout spring prac- 
tice. 

Alabama had a few players who missed 
spring practice or who were limited in the 
amount of work they could do. Returning 


Date Opponent 
September 4 Utah State 
September 11 Mississippi 
September 18 — Western Carolina 
September 25 = Arkansas 
October 2 South Carolina 
October 9 Kentucky 


October 23 Tennessee 
November 6 Mississippi State 
November 13 LSU 

November 20.  =Auburn 


SEC Championship Game 
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2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


Southern Miss (Homecoming) 


n Many Areas 


starting offensive tackle Wesley Britt and wide 
receiver Antonio Carter, a starter in 2000 and 
2001 who has missed the last two seasons, did 
not take part in any practice work. Both are re- 
covering from broken legs. tight end Greg 
McLain missed the spring with a dislocated 
elbow, while back-up punter Patrick Eades was 
out with injuries suffered in an automobile ac- 
cident. 

Those who were limited in practice included 
both the number one and number two quarter- 
backs from last fall. Juniors Brodie Croyle and 
Spencer Pennington both did more than might 
have been expected, though, after undergoing 
off-season shoulder surgeries. In addition to 
McLain, tight ends David Cavan and Clint 
Johnston were held out of all contact work. 

Center Travis West and defensive tackle 
Dominic Lee missed the last half of drills with 
ailments. 

And there were defections. Two men count- 
ed on at safety, Chris James and Eric Johnson, 
left the squad before the start of practice. Two 
former professional baseball players gave up 
Alabama football during spring practice. They 
were wide receiver Scoop McDowell and quar- 
terback Michael Machen, both of whom had 
been on campus for over a year and who had 
been redshirted last fall. 


he offense had two major areas in which 
| Alabama coaches hoped to fill gaps. The 
offensive line lost two starters and was 
working without another (Wesley Britt). The 
receiving corps lost five seniors who were 
starters and regulars in the rotation. There was 
also the matter of shoring up the halfback po- 
sition, where Shaud Williams got most of the 
playing time last year, and working the offense 
without benefit of quarterbacks and tight ends 
who are expected to be key players in the fall. 
“The group that had the farthest to come 
was the offensive line, and they've gotten bet- 
ter.” Shula said. 
Offensive Coordinator Dave Rader agreed. 
“We've made progress in the offensive line,” he 
said. “One of the best things is that we had 10 


Site Series Record 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 40-9-2 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Fayetteville Alabama leads, 9-5-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 10-1-0 
Lexington Alabama leads, 32-2-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 32-6-2 
Knoxville Alabama leads, 43-36-7 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 70-15-3 
Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 43-19-5 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-29-1 
Adanta Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 
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guys who started spring practice and finished 
spring practice. That was imperative in us 
having the opportunity to improve as much 
as we did.” 

The return of Britt will make the offensive 
line stronger. Still, its an area where incom- 
ing players may be required for depth, and 
historically the offensive line is an area where 
freshmen have a difficult time competing. 

There were several offensive line experi- 
ments in the spring, and all seem to have 
been successful. Three-year starting right 
tackle Evan Mathis moved to left guard, 
back-up defensive tackle Kyle Tatum moved 
to number one right tackle, and back-up de- 
fensive lineman Taylor Britt moved to the 
offensive line, first to right guard, then to 
back-up center after West suffered a hernia. 

Although he will likely relinquish his job 
to Wesley Britt in the fall, Chris Capps had a 
good spring at left tackle. Center J.B. 
Closner had one bad day in which he made 
some poor snaps in spread (shotgun) forma- 
tion, but otherwise showed improvement. 
Danny Martz was solid as the number one 
right guard. 

At wide receiver, soph Tyrone Prothro and 
redshirt freshman Matt Caddell received al- 
most daily praise. And in the course of the 
spring undersized Brandon Brooks was a big 
play wideout. Rader said, “This is a position 
where we knew we had to have guys step 
forward. As a group, our wide receivers 
showed improvement. But I don’t know if 
we've had enough step forward. It’s disap- 
pointing that we were still making some of 
the same mistakes on the last day that we 
were making the first day.” 

Traditionally, wide receiver is a position 
where freshmen can contribute, and Alabama 
signed a number who could be in the rotation 
in the fall. 

Rader said, “I feel pretty good about half- 
back. Ray Hudson and Kenneth Darby per- 
formed well, and so did Tim Castille when he 
was at halfback. At fullback, LeRon McClain 
is one of our most improved players. He had 
an opportunity and he took advantage of it.” 

Both Rader and Shula said it was a nega- 
tive to not have the three scholarshipped 
tight ends available in the spring. Three 
walk-ons-Rusty Hill, Barrett Earnest, and 
Will Denniston—were tight ends in contact 
work. 

With quarterbacks Croyle and Pennington 
held out of contact drills, most of the practice 
time at that critical position went to sopho- 
more Marc Guillon, a transfer from Miami 
who sat out last season. Guillon had a slow 
start in team drills, but has mechanical talent 
and showed improvement. It is safe to say 
there is no quarterback controversy. Croyle is 
clearly number one with Pennington and 
Guillon battling for the back-up position. 

Shula said, “Overall our quarterbacks im- 
proved. We've got to get better with our pass 
protection and our blitz pick-up.” 
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Ray Hudson moved up into the halfback slot vacated by the graduated Shaud Williams. Hudson and 


his back-ups make the position a strong one for Alabama. 


he defense almost always has the better 
[ of things in spring practice. Its partly 
because defensive play is more reac- 
tive. Its partly because the defense knows the 
plays about as well as the offense. And this 
spring, because the defense used the blitz al- 
most from day one, the stop troops had a big 
advantage. Working against the blitz all 
spring should eventually pay dividends for 
the offense, but in the short term the defense 
made many big plays because of its ability to 
disrupt the offense. 
Defensive coordinator Joe Kines said, “I'd 


Barry Fikes Photo 


give us about a B-plus in intensity. We weren't 
perfect, but we really picked it up. | would 
have given it about a D-minus last year. And 
we've got some who would get an A, guys 
like Ramzee Robinson and Roman Harper 
and DeMeco Ryans and Juwan Garth. Now 
we need to get everyone else up to that level.” 

Kines said, “We didn’t get out of base this 
spring. That means we'll make final decisions 
on some things in August.” 

Kines was happy to get Comelius Wortham 
back. Wortham, a starting strongside 
linebacker in 2001 and 2002, missed last sea- 


2004 Spring Training Award Winners 
Each year the Alabama football coaching staff recognizes athletes who have done particu- 
larly well or shown exceptional improvement in spring football practice. These players are 
honored with awards named for past Crimson Tide greats. One change: The Commitment 
to Excellence Award, formerly named for Sylvester Croom (who is now head coach at 
Mississippi State) is now named for Bart Starr. This year’s award-winners are: 

LeeRoy Jordan Headhunter-Junior Safety Roman Harper 

erry Duncan “I Like To Practice”-Sophomore Cornerback Ramzee Robinson 

Billy Neighbors Most Improved Defensive Lineman-Senior End Todd Bates 

Woodrow Lowe Most Improved Linebacker-Sophomore Demarcus Waldrop 

Bobby Johns Most Improved Defensive Back-Sophomore Cornerback Ramzee Robinson 
Paul Crane Most Improved Offensive Lineman—Senior Guard Danny Martz 

Ray Perkins Most Improved Receiver—Freshman Flanker Matt Caddell 

ohnny Musso Most Improved Offensive Back-Sophomore Halfback/Fullback Tim Castille 
Ozzie Newsome Most Improved Freshman-Split End Tyrone Prothro 

Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant Best Walk-On-Junior Safety Bryan Kilpatrick 

Bart Starr Commitment To Excellence—Junior Linebacker DeMeco Ryans 

Derrick Thomas Community Award—Junior Quarterback Brodie Croyle 

Mal Moore Leadership Award-Junior Safety Roman Harper 
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Cornerback Ramzee Robinson was perhaps the surprise of spring practice. He was victimized as a 


freshman last fall, but was very solid this spring. 


son with an elbow injury. He was put at mid- 
dle linebacker and moved ahead of returning 
starter Freddie Roach. Shula has down-played 
that ranking. “They are both very important 
and both will play a great deal,” Shula said. 
Linebacker is expected to be a strength of 
the defense. Throughout the spring the first 
unit of Wortham, Ryans and Garth performed 
at a very high level, and there were good days 
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by Roach, Terrance Jones, Demarcus 
Waldrop, and Juke King. 

The secondary had some shuffling, pri- 
marily because of the good play of 
Robinson. The sophomore cornerback, who 
went through something of a slump as a 
nickel back last fall, was a standout in every 
practice at left cornerback. Because of his 
play, returning starting left cornerback 
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Charlie Peprah was moved to strong safety, 
an area of concern. Roman Harper had been 
moved from strong safety to safety to start 
spring work. Although many expected red- 
shirt freshman Eric Gray to oust Anthony 
Madison from his right cornerback spot this 
spring, Madison had an excellent spring. 

If Madison and Robinson are the starting 
cornerbacks, the Tide will be very undersized 
at that position. Both are 5-9, 180. 

The secondary is an area where incoming 
freshmen may be able to contribute, at least 
to the depth situation. 

Alabama’s defensive line has been hit very 
hard by graduation (and early defections) the 
past two years, and the move of two defensive 
tackles to the offensive line in the spring fur- 
ther depleted the ranks. Bama did get Todd 
Bates back after a year of inactivity and he 
claimed a number one spot at defensive end. 
Mark Anderson had moved into a starting po- 
sition at end last fall. Sophomore Chris Harris 
made strides this spring. 

Only two scholarshipped men performed at 
defensive tackle the last half of spring prac- 
tice, and one of them—Anthony Bryant-is still 
not 100 per cent sure to be eligible by earning 
his degree before next season. Bryant and 
Jeremy Clark were the only scholarshipped 
tackles after Dominic Lee had ankle surgery. 
Rudy Griffin, a junior transfer from The 
Citadel, was a help at tackle. 

“Because of the numbers, somebody's got to 
step up and play better than he thinks he can 
play,” Kines said. 


ome kicking game work is left until the 
entire squad is together in August. But 


Dave Ungerer, the coordinator of special 
teams, saw some things that pleased him. Bama 
was able to put in most of its punt protection 
and coverage and field goal protection and 
block schemes. There was only a small amount 
of time spent on kickoff coverage and returns. 

The principals in the kicking game, place- 
kicker Brian Bostick and punter Bo Freelend, 
return from last season, and both had good 
spring work. “Bo had a really, really great 
spring,” Ungerer said. “He improved a lot last 
fall. He could be one of the best punters in 
the conference this year.” 

While Bostick continues number one as 
place-kicker, Ungerer said back-ups show 
progress. “Mike McLaughlin improved the 
most,” the coach said. “And Michael Ziifle 
has that strong leg and he’s got game experi- 
ence. And he’s gotten in better shape.” 

Ungerer is also pleased with the kickoff abil- 
ity of Jamie Christensen. “He has good dis- 
tance, location, and hang time,” Ungerer said. 

He said snapper David Sears needs to im- 
prove his velocity and location, “but he’s get- 
ting better.” Ungerer said holder Alex Fox 
“has great hands and gets the ball down 
quickly. I feel real good about him.” 

And, he said, “We have three real good re- 
turn guys in Prothro, Brooks, and Caddell.” 


Alabama Depth Chart Following Spring Practice 


OFFENSE DEFENSE 
Split End: 4 Tyrone Prothro (5-8, 173, Soph) Left End: 47 Mark ANDERSON (6-5, 239, Junior) 
5 Brandon Brooks (5-4, 163. Junior) 92 Wallace Gilberry (6-2, 239, Freshman) 
82 Marcus McKnight (6-2, 173, Soph) 54 Justin Johnson (6-2, 248, Freshman) 


85 Tarry Givens (6-5, 220, Senior) 
Left Tackle: 99 Jeremy Clark (6-2, 290, Soph) 
Left Tackle: *70 Wes-ey Britt (6-8, 313, Senior) 79 J.P, Adams (6-3, 262, Soph) 


72 Chris Capps (6-5, 275, Freshman) 
60 Von Ewing (6-5, 304, Junior) Right Tackle: 97 ANTHONY BryANT (6-3, 336, Senior) 
*O6 Dominic Lee (6-2, 302, Soph) 
Left Guard: 51 Evan Matuis (6-5, 308, Senior) 58 Rudy Griffin (6-0, 284, Junior) 


62 Dawson Brown (6-6, 310, Freshman) 
Right End: 56 Todd Bates (6-4, 253, Senior) 
Center: 74 J.B. CLosner (6-4, 290, Junior) 91 Chris Harris (6-5, 241, Soph) 
52 Taylor Britt (6-4, 278, Junior) 94 Keith Saunders (6-4, 231, Freshman) 
*76 Travis West (6-3, 280, Freshman) 
Strongside 35 DEMECcO Ryans (6-2, 225, Junior) 

Right Guard: 79 Danny Martz (6-4, 291, Senior) Linebacker; 55 Terrence Jones (6-0, 205, Soph) 
71 Justin Moon (6-4, 304, Freshman) 45 Juke King (6-0, 220, Junior) 


Right Tackle: 58 Kyle Tatum (6-7, 282, Soph) Middle 16 Cornetius WortHaM (6-1, 237, Senior) 
63 Mark Sanders (6-7, 310, Junior) Linebacker: 8 Freppie Roacn (6-2, 245, Junior) 
57 Earnest Nance (6-2, 203, Freshman) 
Tight End: *87 Davip CAVAN (6-5, 252, Senior) 


*88 Clint Johnston (6-4, 245, Junior) Weakside 42 Juwan Garth (6-2, 208, Soph) 

*31 Greg McLain (6-2, 244, Junior) Linebacker: | 44 Demarcus Waldrop (5-11, 200, Freshman) 
94 Rusty Hill (6-1, 226, Soph) 

90 Barrett Earnest (6-4, 230, Freshman) Left 17 Ramzee Robinson (5-9, 181, Soph) 


89 Will Denniston (6-2, 217, Freshman) Cornerback: 1 Thurman Ward (6-1, 186, Senior) 


Quarterback: *12 BRropiE CroyLe (6-3, 200, Junior) Right 9 ANTHONY Mapison (5-9, 180, Senior) 
*13 Spencer Pennington (6-4, 227, Junior) Cornerback; 36 Eric Gray (5-11, 190, Freshman) 
18 Marc Guillon (6-4, 215, Soph) 

Strong Safety: 26 CHAruite Pepran (5-10, 189, Junior) 


Tailback: 27 Ray Hudson (5-10, 202, Senior) 10 Carlos Andrews (5-11, 210, Senior) 
33 Kenneth Darby (5-10, 202, Soph) 
19 Tim Castitte (5-11, 231, Soph) Safety: 41 RoMAN Harper (6-0, 191, Junior) 
28 Nic Luke (6-1, 224, Soph) 30 Bryan Kilpatrick (6-4, 199, Soph) 


20 Justin Ballard (5-10, 183, Soph) 
Fullback: 33 LéRon McClain (6-1, 240, Soph) 


38 Josh Smith (5-11, 221, Senior) Punter: 24 Bo FREELEND (6-4, 257, Senior) 
*30 Patrick Eades (6-2, 176, Freshman) 
Flanker: *2 ANTONIO CARTER (5-9, 191, Senior) 25 Jeremy Schatz (5-7, 161, Junior) 
11 Matt Caddell (6-0, 171, Freshman) 14 Jeff Aul (6-2, 214, Soph) 
37 Matt Miller (6-3, 199, Junior) 
83 Will Roach (6-1, 187, Freshman) Returning starters in BOLD Cars. LG Evan Mathis was starting 
80 Danien Jones (6-2, 215, Freshman) RT; S Roman Harper was starting SS, SS Charlie Peprah was 


starting LCB, TB Tim Castille was starting FB. WR Antonio 
Carter started in 2001 and missed 2002-03, MLB Cornelius 
Wortham was starting SLB in 2002 and missed last season. 

All players not included in chart. 


Placekicker: 22 BriAN Bostick (5-10, 213, Senior) 
46 Mike McLaughlin (6-2, 207, Junior) 


27 Michael Ziifle (6-0, 236, Senior) *Wesley Britt, Antonio Carter, Greg McLain, Patrick Eades 
28 Jamie Christensen (6-0, 176, Soph) missed spring practice with injuries. Brodie Croyle, Spencer 
Pennington, David Cavan, and Clint Johnston limited. Travis 
Holder: 3 ALex Fox (5-9, 183, Senior) West (hernia) and Dominic Lee (ankle) out second half of 
spring. 


67 David Sears (6-4, 241, Junior) 
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A-Day: 


It Was Something Like A Game 


by Kirk McNair 


Public scrimmage ends 
spring football practice 


arc Guillon didn’t have any “steak 
M: beans” pressure. A tradition fol- 

lowing Alabama A-Day games has 
been that the winning team gets a steak din- 
ner and the losing team eats beans for din- 
ner. But in the Crimson-White game that 
ended spring drills for Bama this year, 
Guillon was sure to be on the winning side. 
He was sure to be on the losing side, too, of 
course. That's because he went all but a few 
plays of the distance, quarterbacking both 
the Crimson squad, made up of first defense 
and second offense, and the White squad, 
first offense and second defense. 

The defense had the upper hand through 
most of the spring and it was no surprise 
that the team with the first defense , the 
Crimson, took, a 21-0 win over the White 
squad. (The Crimson squad was not all in 
Crimson. As in all practices, the defense was 
in Crimson, the offense in white. And the 
quarterbacks were in yellow, meaning “Do 
not hit.”) 

Indeed, the “game” was really just the 
third controlled scrimmage of the spring 
and the 15th of 15 practice days. And be- 
cause the decision had been made prior to 
spring practice that junior quarterbacks 
Brodie Croyle, the returning starter, and 
Spencer Pennington, the returning back-up, 
would not participate in team work, they 
were involved only in some special situation 
seven-on-seven drills. 

There were no kickoffs and no punting in 
the scrimmage (although there was some 
exhibition punting in which Bo Freelend 
had boots of 50 and 59 yards). 

Alabama Head Coach Mike Shula said, 
“We got through the A-Day game pretty 
much injury-free. Our first team offense 
went against our first team defense, and the 
defense shut them out. The game was an ex- 
ample of guys who played well all spring 
playing well in the A-Day Game.” 

It wasn’t Guillon’s best day of the spring. 
The sophomore transfer from Miami hit a 
few nice touch passes, but was only 22-47 
for 180 yards with one touchdown and one 
interception. The touchdown pass was a 30- 
yarder to unheralded sophomore flanker 
Marcus McKnight, who made an excellent 
grab. 

Walk-on freshman quarterback Zach 
Golson had a few snaps and made the most 
of them, completing two-of-four passes for 41 
yards and leading the team to a touchdown, a 
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Tim Castille wants to be a halfback, and last year’s starting fullback made another move towards being 


in the glamour position with a strong A-Day Gam e. He was Dixie Howell Award winner as the game’s 


most outstanding player, 


short run by walk-on sophomore Brandon 
McAway. The big play in the drive was a very 
nice catch by former pro baseball player 
Damien Jones for a 32-yard gain to the eight- 
yard line. Golson ran it into the end zone, 
over linebacker Juke King, but the rules of 
the A-Day Game protect quarterbacks, so 
when he was touched at the two the ball was 
down there, even though Golson carried 
King in for the apparent score. 

The first touchdown of the day was a fine 
run by sophomore Tim Castille, who went 
39 yards at right end. Castille, who spends 
some time at fullback, where he was a 
starter as a true freshman last year, looked 
more and more like a tailback (halfback in 
Bama’s nomenclature) as the spring went on. 
He finished with nine carries for 63 yards. 

Castille was named winner of the Dixie 
Howell Memorial Award as the most out- 
standing player in the A-Day Game. After 
the game Castille said his goal is to play 
halfback (he called it “tailback”). “Today 
was just great,” he said. “The offensive line 
really blocked well today.” 

Shula said, “Tim Castille continues to get 
better and better, | don’t think we know how 
good he can be. There's no ceiling on that.” 

Tyrone Prothro was the top receiver in the 
game, just as he has been the top receiver all 
spring. He had six receptions for 37 yards. 
Walk-on Jake Collins had three catches for 
19 yards. Those with two receptions each in- 
cluded Damien Jones (41 yards), Marcus 
McKnight (33), Tin Castille (17), Nic Luke 
(10), and Brandon Brooks (10). 
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Soph halfback Kenneth Darby had 10 car- 
ties for 53 yards and Ray Hudson six runs 
for 44 yards. 

Although senior defensive end Todd Bates 
did not rank high statistically, his three tack- 
les, a pass broken up, and one sack im- 
pressed media members who voted him win- 
ner of the Dwight Stephenson Most Valuable 
Lineman Award. It was part of the nice 
comeback Bates is making from his one-year 
NCAA suspension for inadvertent use of a 
food supplement containing a banned sub- 
stance. 

Shula said, “We're going to expect a lot of 
consistency and a lot of good performance 
from him. This team needs a lot of consis- 
tent players like Todd Bates.” 

Linebacker Demarcus Waldrop had a 
game-high six tackles. Making five tackles 
each were freshman end Wallace Gilberry, 
junior linebacker Freddie Roach, and junior 
walk-on safety Bryan Kilpatrick. Linebacker 
DeMeco Ryans had an excellent pass inter- 
ception (the only turnover in the game) and 
was in on three tackles and broke up a pass. 
Although junior safety Charlie Peprah was 
credited with two pass break-ups, they were 
not that positive since both were passes 
right to him that he failed to intercept, 
Defensive ends Gilberry and Mark Anderson 
had two sacks each. 

Brian Bostick made his only extra point at- 
tempt, but missed two field goal tries. One 
field goal attempt was botched by a mishan- 
dled snap-hold operation. Mike McLaughlin 
made the other two extra point attempts. 


Tyrone Prothro: 


_ 


by J.E. Lisby 


Soph is most experienced 
returning wide receiver 


having so many expectations heaped on 

him at such an early point in his career. 
But only six wide receivers caught even as 
many as one pass for Alabama last season, 
and second-year man Tyrone Prothro is the 
lone returning wideout. 

As Alabama Offensive Coordinator Dave 
Rader said, “Tyrone is ‘The Man’ right now. 
He's got to be.” 

Alabama got good play from other wide re- 
ceivers in the spring. And the Tide signed 
several talented players who are due to report 
as freshmen in August. But for now Prothro 
with his 16 receptions is Alabama's only wide 
receiver with a listing in the record books. 
Five of the top six wideouts last season were 
seniors. “I have an edge on some of the other 
wide receivers because I'm the only one who 
really played last year,” Prothro said. “As the 
only experienced receiver coming back, they 
look to me to be the go-to guy. Since I'm the 
one with the most experience, | have to be 
one of the leaders.” 

That kind of pressure might prove too 
much for the average player, but from his 
blistering speed to his surprising power, 
there is precious little “average” about Tyrone 
Prothro. Only 5-8 and 180 pounds or so, the 
Heflin native may not look imposing from a 
distance, but on the field he gets physical. “I 
knew Tyrone was going to be a player the 
first day he came out to practice,” quarter- 
back Brodie Croyle said. “He immediately 
started making plays, so you just knew.” 

Heading into the 2003 season Head Coach 
Mike Shula was faced with a dilemma. The 
good news was that he had five senior re- 
ceivers capable of playing in the SEC. The 
flip side was that relying exclusively on older 
players would leave the squad dangerously 
inexperienced in 2004. The decision was 
made to give the seniors every chance to suc- 
ceed, but as the year wore along Shula decid- 
ed another player should be used. According 
to him, there was never any other choice. 

Shula said, “From about the second or 
third day of practice Tyrone stood out 
(among the freshmen). It was probably after 
the third week of the season that we made 
the decision to play him. It was a combina- 
tion of things. We had some guys injured at 
the time, and we moved Tyrone up from the 


I: hard to imagine a young football player 
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Doing What Comes Naturally 


scout team. He was doing a lot of good 
things. So he started getting a few more reps. 
We knew that if there was going lo be a 
younger guy who would play, it was going to 
be Tyrone. He just kept getting better.” 

Prothro ended up playing in nine of Bama’s 
13 games last season. He started out slowly, 
but proved a dangerous athlete with his 
hands on the football. Prothro caught at least 
one pass in each of Bama’ final six games, to- 
taling 16 receptions for 191 yards and a 
touchdown. 

Shula agrees with Rader in acknowledging 
that from an experience point of view, 
Prothro is “the man” headed into fall. “His 
youth doesn't bother me,” Shula said. “I've 
been around other teams, including ones I've 
played on, where we played a lot of freshmen 
or rookies who have produced. As coaches 
we've got to get them ready. If he’s the best 
guy, then he’s going to be on the field.” 

While his situation would seem to be pres- 
sure-packed, Prothro said, “1 don't think of it 
as pressure. It’s just a matter of getting out 
there and knowing the playbook, knowing 
the coverages that defenses are going to 
throw al you. Then just play football.” 

As former Tide coach Gene Stallings liked 
to say, football players make plays. It's the job 
of a coaching staff to identify the play-mak- 
ers and then devise ways to get their hands 
on the football. “He's a football player,” Shula 
said of his sophomore wideout. “When you 
get him on the field, the guy makes plays. 
That's what it's about. We've got to find a way 
to get the ball in his hands.” 

The Tide coaches knew they had a special 
player, but a review of the 2003 game tapes 
reinforced that assessment. Shula said, 
“Before spring practice we looked at the film 
from last year. There weren't many times 
when the first guy who tried to tackle Tyrone 
got him down. It usually took a second guy.” 

Know as “YACs" in the coaching vernacu- 
lar, an athlete's ability to make “yards alter 
catch” is what sets the play-makers apart. 
“Each time | get the ball in my hands | try 
my best not to let one man bring me down,” 
Prothro said. “That's just something that God 
has blessed me with.” 

“If the football is around him, then he’s 
going to catch it,” Croyle said. “Tyrone is ex- 
tremely tough. He loves running screens, He 
loves trying to make people miss. He's not 
afraid to run somebody over. He's going to be 
a big asset.” 

Starting Tide defensive back Charlie Peprah 
agrees. “He's physical,” Peprah said. “He's 
more like (former LSU receiver) Michael 
Clayton on a smaller scale. | like him because 
he doesn't play scared.” 

Prothro said, “Catching the ball comes nat- 
ural to me. My speed helps me out a lot. 
Most DBs (defensive backs) are a step slower 
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than | am, and I use my leg strength to go up 
and get the ball. | have pretty good hands. 
Speed and athleticism-that'’s pretty much 
what | bring to the table.” 


y Prothro’s admission he was hardly 
Be top receiver out of Alabama high 

schools his senior year. That honor be- 
longed to someone like Chad Jackson (who 
signed with Florida) or Jayson Swain 
(Tennessee), Even the Tide's other wide re- 
ceiver signees, Matt Caddell and Will Roach, 
were considered better receiving prospects. 
But football is played on the field, not on re- 
cruiling analysts’ paper lists. “Coming out of 
high school 1 was a three-star recruit,” 
Prothro said. “f wasn't one of the names that 
was looked at a lot. But football is not all 
about height, I don't think it has anything to 
do with size. People look at me and think 
that as short as | am at receiver I couldn't be 
that good. But to me it's a matter of doing 
what you do best.” 

In high school Prothro was the classic 
“slash” athlete, equally adept at running the 
football and returning kicks as he was catch- 
ing passes. He amassed 8,099 career all-pur- 
pose yards, the third-best mark in Alabama 
prep history. In all, he accounted for 92 ca- 
reer touchdowns. 

Physically at least, Prothro’s speed has al- 
ways given him an edge. He finished second 
in the 200-meter dash and third in the L00- 
meter dash as a junior, then took home state 
championships in both events his senior 
year, “Being in track helped me get into a lit- 
tle better shape. It kept me active,” Prothro 
said. 

Tide coaches knew Prothro was a package 
of speed, but his power was a surprise. 
Explosive strength helped him gain separa- 
tion at the line of scrimmage and in breaking 
attempted tackles. And more than that was 
his devastating blocking ability. Shula said, “I 
was pleasantly surprised. Tyrone had two 
knockdown blocks on one play—not one but 
two-where he knocked the defensive back 
off his feet. On another run he blocked the 
safety—put him on his back—and was then 
looking for another guy to block. That's a 
bonus above his receiving ability.” 

On numerous occasions last season Bama’s 
small but powerlul wideout flattened rival 
defenders. His willingness to block earned 
him the respect of his coaches and team- 
mates. “His downfield blocking was a sur- 
prise,” Rader said, “I knew about all the rest 
of his abilities.” Scrimmaging against his 
teammates, Prothro had shown his other tal- 
ents in practice. But brutal blocking is re- 
served for Saturdays. Rader said, “There real- 
ly aren't those type opportunities until the 
games. Some blocks you just don't do to your 
teammates.” 
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Prothro says he tried to flatten at least one 
opponent per down last season. “On every 
play, especially the runs, I tried to get a hit on 
somebody,” he said. “In practice you don't 
want to maybe hurt someone. Why would I do 
my own teammate like that? But when you get 
out there on game day, you're playing another 
team and you've got to have that physical 
mentality.” 

The high school tailback has now trans- 
formed into a tough-as-nails collegiate receiv- 
er. “Coming out of high school I was used to 
being a running back and getting hit by 
linebackers,” Prothro said. “In high school | 
had to go up the middle and hit the lineback- 
er. In college as a receiver I already had the 
physical part down. Now that I'm at receiver I 
have an edge in being physical.” 


rothro also helped Alabama last season 
Prectnins kicks. Brandon Brooks is 

charged with handling punt returns, 
though Prothro practices there as well. And by 
the end of the season the Tide was utilizing 
both small but fast athletes returning kickoffs. 
Working in tandem with Brooks, Prothro re- 
turned five kickoffs for 129 yards last season. 
“That part of football just comes natural to 
me,” Prothro said. “I consider myself a play- 
maker, so each time I can get the ball in my 
hands | try my best to make something hap- 
pen. 

When a team fields an especially talented 
kickoff return man, the other side will com- 
monly simply kick away from his side of the 
field. But with Prothro and Brooks back deep, 
opposing coaches are forced to pick their poi- 
son. “With me and Tyrone back there, you 
can’t choose one or the other,” Brooks said. 
“We've talked about our goals. We want to be 
the best kickoff return tandem in the nation.” 

Prothro said, “That gives us an edge. We've 
got two good kick returners. In high school 
they'd kick away from me, but now they can’t. 
Because on the other side is someone just as 
dangerous as me.” 

He's only a second-year player, but already 
Prothro has become a key performer on both 
special teams and offensively for the Tide. He 
admits to having plenty of room for improve- 
ment, listing gaining separation at the line of 
scrimmage and reading coverages as the two 
things his coaches emphasize most. “Tyrone 
has a no-nonsense type approach,” Shula said. 
“He wants to learn to get better. He's still got a 
lot to learn, as far as adjusting his routes to 
coverages, but the best way to do it is to get in 
there and play.” 

Despite the lack of game experience, Prothro 
and his fellow receivers are determined to turn 
their position into an asset next season. “I had a 
pretty good season last year, but I want to make 
this one better,” Prothro said. “Playing as a 
freshman I did fairly well, but this year I've got 
to step it up that much more. As a unit we're 
not where we want to be right now, but we're 
going to get there. We want to prove to fans and 
people that we can be the best in the SEC.” 
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Although he is just a true sophomore with only 16 pass receptions for 191 yards, Tyrone Prothro is the 
most experienced member of the wide receiver corps to take part in spring practice. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Roman Harper: 


Junior Has New Roles In 2004 


by Greg Wallace 


He has made a slight 
change in position anda 
big change in leadership 


Roman Harper was a skinny freshman, 

trying to get his feet wet as a backup free 
safety behind Charles Jones. In brief mo- 
ments, the game flew by Harper, faster than 
he had expected. Now, just as it was slowing 
down, the Alabama football coaching staff 
has thrown Harper, a junior safety, a pair of 
curves. 

Move from strong safety back to free safe- 
ty. Oh, and could you speak up a little bit 
and carry a leadership load? Younger players 
are listening to you now. 

Tough stuff. But Harper, who completed 
spring practice recently as the starting free 
safety, is ready for the challenge. 

“Its kind of different,” Harper said. “When 
you first get here, you look up to everybody 
else. Now everybody's looking up to me. It’s 
pretty good. It feels great to have somebody 
looking up to you and kind of depending on 
you a little bit.” 

Three years ago, that was hardly the case. 
Harper arrived on campus as a thin, untest- 
ed freshman coming off an injury-interrupt- 
ed senior season at Prattville High School (a 
broken leg limited him to 58 tackles and 
three interceptions as a senior). 

It was no surprise that his freshman year 
was a redshirt season. 

In 2002, Harper gained experience behind 
Jones, a hard-hitting free safety. He started 
the season finale at Hawaii and scored his 
first double-figure tackle game with 11 
stops. 

Last season, Harper moved across the field 
to strong safety and enjoyed a breakout sea- 
son with 111 tackles. He teamed up with 
DeMeco Ryans (who had 126 tackles) and 
Derrick Pope (who had 105) to become the 
first 100-tackle trio in Alabama history. 

In one year he made more progress than 
perhaps anyone on the Crimson Tide de- 
fense. 

“I've come leaps and bounds,” he said. 
“I’m so much smarter. A year with Charles 
last year helped me out. A year playing and 
starting every game last year helped me out. 
I've become a smarter player, being able to 
understand the game so much more.” 

It also helps that he’s raised his game to a 
pace that won't leave him trailing behind 


| t wasn’t long ago, or so it seems, that 
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Roman Harper will man “the last line of defense” next fall as he has moved from strong safety to free 


safety for his junior year. 


chugging running backs and fleet wide re- 
ceivers. Now, Harper understands the blind- 
ing speed of an average Southeastern 
Conference game. 
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“When I first got out there the game was 
so fast,” he said. “And now it’s slowed down 
because I’m so much more in the flow of 
things. | just see things better.” 
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In addition to his tackles, he had five 
quarterback pressures, three pass break-ups, 
one interception, and one fumble recovery 
last year. Both the interception and fumble 
recovery came against Auburn. 

Harper has prepared well each spring. 
Following his redshirt freshman season, he 
was named winner of the “Ozzie Newsome 
Most Improved Freshman” award, selected 
by the coaches at the end of 2002 spring 
practice. Last year he won the “Bobby Johns 
Most Improved Defensive Back” award. 


arper’s comfort zone got rocked 

again this spring when Defensive 

Coordinator Joe Kines and 
Secondary Coach Chris Ball decided Harper 
would be better off back at free safety. 

Ball and Harper maintain that the differ- 
ences between strong and [ree safety are 
minimal. There are, however, subtle nuances 
that Harper must master. He found out as 
much during spring practice. 

“Its different,” Harper said. “You don’t get 
as much action on the run as I was used to 
last year, but overall its not bad for me. I'm 
not as beat up. It's good. | get to be more 
free and roam around a little bit more, so I 
like that. I'm having a good time with that.” 

Now Harper focuses less on run-stopping 
and more on being the secondary’s safety 
net, the last line of defense. Considering last 
season's outstanding tackle totals, that’s 
probably a smart move. 

“It's nol more pass coverage; its more me 
being deep third man,” he said. “I'm more of 
a free guy now and I get to roam around 
more, let my athleticism help me try to 
make plays.” 

Ball thinks Harper has done an excellent 
job with the transition, According to Ball, 
Harper's athleticism made it an easy switch. 

“People made a big deal about him switch- 
ing positions and it really wasn't that big a 
deal,” Ball said. “He works hard. He's a good 
athlete and he understands the game, under- 
stands defense. He does a good job running 
the defense when it’s called.” 

Fellow junior Charlie Peprah—a two-year 
starter at cornerback who experimented 
with filling Harper's shoes at strong safety 
thanks to young corner Ramzee Robinson's 
emergence-agrees. 

“I don’t see any drop-off at all,” Peprah said. 
“Him moving to the other side is just helping 
him get a different perspective in the sec- 
ondary, He'll still come up and make plays, 
but this will change him to cover a little bit 
more, get him a few more interceptions. It’s 
just another chance to make more plays.” 

Peprah thinks Harper will be a natural 
ball-hawk at safety. 

“He's got a knack for the ball, you know? 
His quickness, his speed—he’s just a ballplay- 
er, man, just a ballplayer,” Peprah said. 
“When you see him-you’ve just got athletes 
and you've got ballplayers, you know? He's 
both. He's just a football player.” 
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Harper's emergence gives Ball an experi- 
enced trio in the defensive backfield. Harper, 
Peprah and senior cornerback Anthony 
Madison will enter 2004 all having started 
games in two seasons. Madison is officially 
classified as a senior, but entered Alabama as 
a partial qualifier alongside Harper and 
Peprah. He is expected to graduate in 
December and use his fourth season of eligi- 
bility in 2005. 

Suddenly, says Peprah, he, Harper and 
Madison are all leaders. 

“It's kind of weird, because we were on the 
opposite end not too long ago, coming in 


looking for these other guys,” he said. “We 
were just talking the other day that now it’s 
our turn to lead. Our time is now and it’s 
here, so we've got to do a good job of it.” 

Ball and his teammates expect more out of 
Harper on and off the field this fall. And 
Harper is ready to deliver—with his words 
and his actions. 

“Tl take it as they give it to me,” Harper 
said of leadership. “I’m not going to just de- 
mand for people to do this and do that-I’m 
just trying to help out the team in any way | 
possibly can. They want me to lead by ac- 
tions, and that's what I’m doing.” 
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The Pitchers: 


Tide Will 
Depend 
On Arms 


by Drew Champlain 


Two weekend starters set 
and Wells has large number 
to choose from for third 


‘ade LeBlanc could have been 

upset. The Alabama freshman 

was pitching in relief with the 
lead in the ninth inning against Jacksonville 
State. LeBlanc’s (and Bama’s) bid for victory 
ended when Jacksonville State catcher Scott 
Smith slammed a two-run home run to end 
the game, a 4-3 loss for the Crimson Tide. 

But LeBlanc’s confidence was not bruised. 
In fact, he found the silver lining in the 
cloud of defeat. 

“It’s the best thing that could have hap- 
pened to me,” said the left-hander from 
Barbe, Louisiana “It wouldn't be good to go 
into SEC play with five good outings. The 
teams we play haven't been bad, but the 
teams we'll play in the Southeastern 
Conference are a lot better.” 

LeBlanc came to Alabama with impressive 
credentials. And Tide Head Coach Jim Wells 
called LeBlanc the best freshman pitcher 
Wells has ever had. “He is better than all of 
them,” Wells said. “He’s just good. You 
watch what you say because that is a lot of 
pressure on him. But he’s good. He throws 
several pitches for strikes. He played in a 
big-time high school program, so he has 
been under the gun.” 

As for LeBlanc, he doesn’t feel the pres- 
sure. 


Freshman left-handed pitcher Wade LeBlanc has 
been impressive in early work, allowing only 
one run in his first 32 innings as a college pitch- 
er and throwing three complete game shutouts 
in his first five outings. He had two games in 
which he struck out 10 or more. Coach Jim 
Wells said LeBlanc is the best freshman pitcher 
Wells has ever coached. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Alabama is expected to live primarily on its pitching in 2004. Among the stars of the Crimson Tide pitching staff are (left to right) Brent Carter, Seth 


Johnston, and Taylor Tankersley. 


“He hasn't told me,” LeBlanc said when 
told of Wells’ praise. “He tells me how much 
better I need to get. I guess it’s just him try- 
ing to keep my head on straight.” 

The 6-foot-3 LeBlanc has not failed to dis- 
appoint early on, as his better games include 
a two-hit shutout at Centenary and seven 
innings of shutout ball against Cincinnati, a 
game in which he carried a no-hitter into 
the sixth inning. With the early success, 
LeBlanc’s individual goals for the rest of the 
season increase. 

“I set goals for myself,” LeBlanc said. 
“They're a little bit higher than what I’ve 
been doing. I’ve had success, but it’s mainly 
because of what the guys behind me have 
been doing. As the teams we play get better, 
I need to get better.” 

LeBlanc had a slight bump in the road en 
route to Alabama. He originally signed with 
McNeese State, but when McNeese Coach 
Todd Butler left that position to return to 
Bama as an assistant coach, LeBlanc secured 
his release from McNeese and followed the 
coach to Tuscaloosa. 
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keep the Tide on the winning side, as 

the offense has gotten off to a slow start 
this year. LeBlanc starts on Saturdays, with 
junior left-hander Brent Carter pitching on 
Fridays, senior right-hander Seth Johnson 
serving as the closer, and a host of others 
pitching on Sundays and during the mid- 
week. 

“Some guys at times have been outstand- 
ing and some have been consistent all year,” 
Wells said. “LeBlanc’s been good all year. 
Johnson's been good, Eric Mennen, a guy 
who didn’t pitch much last year, came in 
and did well. Pitching has been the high 
point so far. We have to make some more 
quality pitches. There are some pitches you 
can get away with against some teams, but 
not in the SEC. Without the pitching, our 
record wouldn't be near what it is, because 
there have been a lot of one-run ball games.” 

While Carter and LeBlanc make up two- 
thirds of the weekend rotation, Wells isn’t 
set on a Sunday starter. Junior left-hander 
Taylor Tankersley has been the most effec- 


I has been the pitching that has helped 
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tive, as he pitched well in relief against 
Southeastern Louisiana and turned in a solid 
starting effort against Kansas State the next 
weekend. Junior right-hander Andrew 
Walker and freshman left-hander Brandon 
Belcher have started on Sundays as well, but 
haven't had the success Tankersley has had. 

Wells said, “If Tankersley does not have to 
pitch in relief on Friday or Saturday, he will 
be our Sunday starter. But if he does have to 
pitch in relief, we'll have to go to another 
guy. The guys who pitch well during the 
mid-week games will have a chance to start 
on Sunday.” 

Tankersley will be a key figure in the rota- 
tion. Coming off a freshman season where 
he was 7-5 with a 2.62 earned run average 
and named to some All-America teams, 
Tankersley endured a bit of a sophomore 
slump, finishing with a 5.88 ERA and a 7-5 
record. 

“I learned a lot from it,” Tankersley said of 
his sophomore season. “Hopefully, 1 can take 
what I've learned and apply it to this year. | 
learned how to better prepare myself men- 
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tally and physically, how to pitch when 
things aren't going well, and how to tough 
things out.” 

Tankersley likes his role of being both a 
starter and a reliever. He pitched as a reliever 
in 2002, but started most of the time in 2003. 

“I get the best of both worlds,” Tankersley 
said. “I like coming to the park every day 
with the possibility of pitching. The way he’s 
set it up is for me to be ready every day, and 
if I'm fresh on Sunday, I'll start. Whatever it'll 
take to win is fine with me.” 

Wells mentioned junior TJ. Large as a qual- 
ity pitcher who could jump into the rotation 
and give a right-handed look, but Large is re- 
covering from a minor injury. 


rent Carter didn’t see much action as a 
Bie but developed into the staff 

ace as a sophomore, finishing with a 
10-5 record and a 3.30 ERA. He finished first 
in the SEC with six complete games, and fin- 
ished second in the SEC in innings pitched 
and strikeouts. This year, he’s not off to as 
quick a start, something that could trouble 
Wells if things don’t pick up. 

“His velocity is down for some reason and 
we don’t know why,” Wells said. “He’s never 
been a hard thrower, and | think he can still 
get by with it, but he’s not making quality 
pitches like he did. No pain, no nothing. 
We're trying to find it, and Louisiana Tech 
did a good job of jumping on it.” 

The early-season closer has been Seth 
Johnson, who had not allowed an earned run 
through his first 14 innings. Johnson had his 


ups and downs as a starter last season, post- 
ing a 7-6 record and a 4.71 ERA. 

“Last year was very odd, numbers-wise,” 
Johnson said. “It wasn’t near the consistency 
I've had. Talk's cheap, but I'd like to say I've 
got a good mental outlook this year.” 

“He's done very well,” Wells said. “His ve- 
locity is better and he really spots his fastball 
better than last year. He can do it, but he 
needs another guy down there with him.” 

Johnson is pleased with his role. 

“I love it,” Johnson said. “I used to do it in 
junior college and high school. | like the 
pressure, and right now I'm trying to keep a 
good thing going.” 

Johnson is one of two seniors on the pitch- 
ing staff, which is made up in great part of 
newcomers. 

“Its been nice, helping these guys understand 
what’s going on,” Johnson said. “It’s really 
going to count once we get to the SEC where 
we can’t take anything lightly. I’ve enjoyed 
being a leader and helping the guys adjust.” 


One of the guys who will help Johnson in the 
bullpen is hard-throwing sophomore right- 
hander Matt Downs. He struggled in his 
debut against New Orleans, walking four 
men while recording only one out, but has 
since improved. 

“He's been better each time,” Wells said. 
“He's gone from not being able to throw a 
strike to being able to throw two pitches for 
strikes. Its been really good for us. Downs 
can pitch for us in relief.” 

Wells also has the luxury of senior Jeffrey 
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Norris, a 25-year-old left-hander who is the 
oldest player on the Tide roster. Norris has 
been a starter over the past two seasons, and 
was the winning pitcher in the SEC 
Tournament Championship games in 2002 
and 2003. 

“Jeff pitched well against UAB,” Wells said. 
“He competed very well. He's a great competi- 
tor. But he can’t walk four guys and strike out 
three like he did against UAB.” 

Brandon Belcher, a freshman from Ruston, 
Louisiana, has been the Tide’s top two-way 
player. He started the season off slow, but has 
also gotten better. The problem for Wells is de- 
ciding if Belcher will pitch or play the outfield. 

“Belcher has a good arm,” Wells said. “We 
need to get him out there. He’s a guy we have 
to make a decision on because he could be 
playing in the outfield. We make a decision 
on whether we'll pitch him or play him in the 
field. I've got to start him on a Wednesday or 
use him in relief and get him in a pattern, be- 
cause I think he’s very good.” 

The numbers don’t stop here. Wells has also 
used sophomore right-hander Allen Ponder, 
junior right-hander Eric Mennen, and junior 
right-hander Andrew Walker. He also has the 
luxury of pitchers such as Ryan Beagle, Jason 
Elwell, Doug Denson, Morrow Thomley, Tyler 
Meigs, and Greg Paiml, who also plays short- 
stop. 

Pitching is better this season, and it could 
carry the Tide. 

“The pitching is here, the defense is here, 
and once the bats roll around, we'll be 
straight,” Tankersley said. 
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One Of Bama Softball’s Greatest 


by Kirk McNair 


Senior first baseman has 
been a star since arrival 


than convert a handful of Tennessee fans 

into Alabama partisans, that would be 
pretty good. But McClain has done much 
more than that. The Soddy Daisy, Tennessee, 
native has become one of the finest players 
in Crimson Tide softball history. 

McClain grew up on the outskirts of 
Chattanooga where she was a four-time all- 
state softball star for Girls Preparatory 
School. For the past four years she has been 
an all-star for Coach Patrick Murphy's na- 
tionally-ranked Alabama softball team. 

McClain is accustomed to honors and to 
championships. In high school she led her 
team to the state championship in 1998 and 
2000 and runner-up finishes in 1997 and 
1999. She was four-time all-state and three- 
time player of the year. She also played sum- 
mer ball on a nation powerhouse club team. 
At Alabama, she has been first team All- 
Southeastern Conference and All-America in 
each of her first three seasons, was SEC 
Freshman of the Year in 2001, has been the 
SEC Player of the Week at least once every 
season, and was Most Valuable Player in this 
year’s Bama Bash tournament as she hit 545 
(6-11) with six walks, six runs scored, and 
two runs batted in. 

In high school, McClain also played bas- 
ketball and volleyball (two-time all-state) in 
high school and is a fan of those sports at 
Alabama. “And, of course, football,” she 
said. She pays particular attention to Bama 
punter Bo Freelend, her boyfriend. 

But its understandable that conversation 
around the dinner table focused on softball. 
Her father, Jack, was one of her summer ball 
coaches and her mother, Tot, was one of her 
high school coaches. 

She was “discovered” by former Alabama 
Assistant Coach Karen Johns (now head 
coach at Florida) at the national champi- 
onships in Detroit. She helped her club 
team, the Tennessee Thunder, to an eighth 
place national finish. Bama was the first 
team to begin recruiting her. 

McClain also considered her hometown 


| ee McClain had done nothing more 


school, Tennessee-Chattanooga, which is a 
softball power, and a few other SEC schools, 
but decided on Alabama. “After I commit- 
ted, Alabama went to the College World 
Series. That added to it because | knew I was 
going to a good team.” 

She said, “] was a Tennessee [an growing 
up, but not any more. And I’ve converted 
some family members, too. When I made 
my recruiting trip to Alabama, it just felt 
right. I liked the coaches. Its such a pretty 
campus and a great school. When I started 
looking into it, Alabama was just the right 
place. And I've had no regrets.” 


cClain played right field in her first 
Me at Alabama as All-America 

Ginger Jones was in her senior sea- 
son and playing [first base. Since then 
McClain, a right-handed thrower and left- 
handed batter, has been the Tide's first base- 
man. 

In high school she was a pitcher and 
shortstop, She said, “Sometimes I'll goof 
around and pitch in practice. It was fun in 
high school, but | wouldn't want to do it 
now. I think everyone on our team was a 
pitcher at sometime in her career,” 

McClain admitted that the move to first 
base was a difficult one. “First base was a 
change for me because you are so close 
when you are playing a corner (first or 
third). It was especially tough to get used to 
a left-handed batter. But | like it. Playing 
first means you are in on a lot of plays.” 

It is at the plate that McClain is most valu- 
able to the Alabama softball cause. 

As a freshman she batted .417 with seven 
home runs and 59 RBI, batted .388 with 
eight homers and 43 RBI as a sophomore, 
and last year hit 359 with 8 homers and 48 
RBI. A third of the way into her senior year 
she was batting .407 with three homers and 
13 RBI. 

She ranks in the top ten in 16 offensive 
categories in the Alabama record book, and 
she has a chance to be Bama’ all-time leader 
in a couple of categories. The top performer 
in almost all of those is former Tide All- 
America Kelly Kretschman (1998-01), now a 
member of the United States Olympic Team. 
“Kelly Kretschman can do it all,” McClain 
said, “She steals bases and hits home runs. 
I'm not fast like she is, but to be even close 
to her in some of those categories is an ac- 
complishment for me.” 

She is second in all-time Bama statistics to 
Kretschman in career batting average, slug- 
ging percentage, on-base percentage, hils, 
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doubles, total bases, walks, and intentional 
walks. McClain is Alabama’ all-time leader 
in sacrifice flies. 

McClain showed her home run capability 
early at Alabama. Her coach, Patrick 
Murphy, was pitching batting practice and 
former Tide star Ginger Jones had banged 
out three home runs in five pitches. “You 
have to understand that Ginger is just so 
competitive,” McClain said. “She hates it if 
she loses at cards. She was a senior and | 
was a freshman and she was going to test 
me. She challenged me to match it. 1 don’t 
really remember it, but Coach Murphy said 
that 1 hit the first four pitches out and the 
fifth one hit the top of the wall.” 


cClain admits that she has a tough 
job as a hitter. The greater the 
competition, the more the game is 


influenced by pitching. “A lot of games are 
decided by scores like 1-0 and 2-1.” she 
said. “It can be a little frustrating. The pitch- 
ers are good and every team seems to have 
at least one dominating pitcher. Every pitch- 
er has at least one special pitch. If they have 
more than one, they are really tough. You 
see rise, drop, curve, change. You have to hit 
your pitch. If you hit the pitcher's pitch, 
you're probably going to be out.” 

She said, “My philosophy is that I’m al- 
ways ready to swing. When the ball leaves 
the pitcher's hand, I'm thinking, “Yes, yes,’ 
and then if | see it’s going to be a ball, I have 
to think ‘No.’ And you have to decide in a 
hurry.” 

McClain has an amazing ability to avoid 
being struck out. Last season in 198 at-bats 
she was struck out only six times. Twenty- 
two games into her senior season she had 
627 at-bats and only 36 strikeouts. “I know 
it's better to put the ball into play and maybe 
something good will happen,” she said. “At 
the least it gives the opponent a chance to 
make a mistake. I have a two-strike ap- 
proach where | shorten up on the bat and 
just try to get the bat on the ball. | don’t hit 
too many two-sturike home runs because of 
that, but L rarely strike out.” 

Like most power hitters, McClain knows 
she is not often going to be successful when 
trying to hit a home run. “I just try to hit 
line drives,” she said. “If 1 try to hit a homer 
I usually pop it straight up.” She is one of 
only nine players in Alabama softball history 
to hit two home runs in one game. 

McClain isn't one of those hitters who can 
“see the spin” of the ball. And she doesn't 
iry to guess the pitch. “I would probably 
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guess wrong,” she said. “I try to clear my 
mind. If 1 think too much, | can’t hit.” 


labama played the United States 

team (including Kretschman) in an 

exhibition game early this season 
and McClain hit a two-run home run for 
Alabama. “It was off a left-handed pitcher, 
and I don’t usually do well against left-han- 
ders,” McClain said. “We ended up losing 
11-3, but it was 7-1 at the time and we had a 
runner on base. Hitting the home run was 
so neat.” 

McClain admitted that the highlights in 
her career “tend to be team things. The 
greatest thing by far was going to the 
College World Series last year. Being one of 
the eight best teams in the country was awe- 
some.” 

She also has a “best” personal memory 
from her sophomore season, when the SEC 
Tournament was being played in her home- 
town of Chattanooga. It was a sad time be- 
cause Jackie’s grandmother died on the eve 
of the tournament. The funeral was held at a 
time when Bama was not playing. All of 
Jackie's teammates showed up at the funeral 
home. “That was really nice,” Jackie said. 
Alabama met Auburn in the third game of 
the tournament. And McClain slugged a 
game-winning home run to beat the Tigers, 
5-4. 

This year the SEC Tournament begins 
competition at on-campus sites, and the first 
site is Alabama’s Softball Complex. The 
Crimson Tide will be defending its 2003 
championship in its home park. “That's 
going to be neat,” McClain said. “We've got 
the best facility by far in the SEC and one of 
the best in the country. It’s really nice to play 
here. We've got a loyal fan base. It’s great to 
go out there even when the weather is not 
good and have people in the stands. We 
have former players come to our games and 
the families of former players.” 


he has been Academic All-SEC each of 

the past two years. She is majoring in 

secondary education and history and 
plans to be a high school coach and history 
teacher. She will graduate in May, 2005. “I 
couldn't do my practice teaching while play- 
ing softball, so I'll take another year to grad- 
uate,” she said. 

And she may have a dual career after col- 
lege. 

Professional softball has been an on-and- 
off proposition over the past few years. A 
new league is starting up this summer and 
McClain is going to remain a Tider. The 
Crimson Tide star will be joining the New 
England Riptide of the National Pro 
Fastpitch league. She was the 18th overall 
pick as the league selected the top 48 col- 
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Jackie McClain ranks among Alabama softball’s all-time leaders in almost every offensive category. She 


is expected to finish her Crimson Tide career as a four-time All-America. 


lege players and 32 of the nation’s best fast- 
pitch players not in college last December. 

McClain knows there won't be big bucks 
for the women, at least not now. “I hope one 
day there will be big contracts in women’s 
sports,” she said. She won't be able to nego- 
tiate her contract until after the completion 
of Bama’s season. 

“IT looked at the website and saw the 
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names of some players,” McClain said. “I 
don’t know any of them personally, but I 
know of them.” The coach will be former 
Olympic coach Ralph Raymond. The team is 
based in Boston. 

She said the pro league will operate only 
during three summer months, so she'll be 
able to have a teaching job in the ninth- 
month off-season. 
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Basketball Report: 


Sweet Season For Gottfried’s Team 


by Kirk McNair 


Remarkable Alabama 
makes surprising run 
in NCAA Tournament 


ot many people are expecting the 
Nite: Crimson Tide to win this 

year’s national championship. But 
some of those people had number one 
ranked Stanford picked to win it all in San 
Antonio in the finals of the NCAA 
Tournament, and it’s a sure thing the 
Cardinal won't take home the top prize. 

That's because an Alabama team that was 
picked to go nowhere made its way to the 
Sweet 16 with a dramatic come-from-behind 
70-67 win over Stanford in the second 
round of the NCAA Tournament in Seattle. 
Bama had won its opening game over 
Southern Illinois, 65-64. 

Close games are nothing new for Alabama. 
In addition to those two nail-biters in which 
the opponent had last shots to win or tie, 
Alabama had played overtime games in 
three of its final contests before getting to 
the NCAA Tournament. And Bama, which 
went into the game with a deceiving 17-12 
record, didn’t get any break from the NCAA 
Tournament Selection Committee. Although 
the committee announced it had done its 
best to put teams as close to home as possi- 
ble, Coach Mark Gottfried’s Crimson Tide 
had to travel 2,062 miles to Seattle, 
Washington, the longest trip for any team in 
the tournament. 

But no one at Alabama was complaining. 
Gottfried was a member of the UCLA staff 
when the Bruins won a national champi- 
onship in Seattle, so he has had good suc- 
cess in that city. 

The victory over Stanford put Alabama in 
the Sweet 16 regional in Phoenix, where the 
Tide was to play defending national champi- 
on Syracuse. 

Alabama prepared well for this tourna- 
ment, which includes the nation’s best bas- 
ketball teams. That’s because Alabama 
played what was judged to be the most diffi- 
cult schedule in the nation. Indeed, it was 
probably playing that schedule that got 
Alabama into the tournament. When Bama’s 
2001 team won 21 games and didn’t get an 
NCAA invitation becasue the NCAA 
Selection Committee wanted to make an ex- 
ample of one team having a soft non-confer- 
ence schedule, Gottfried made the determi- 
nation Alabama would never be left out of 
the tournament for that reason again. 
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Mark Gottfried has probably done his best 
coaching job in his sixth year at his alma mater. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


The win over Stanford was the eighth time 
in the season Alabama had a game go to 
overtime or the final possession of the game. 

Winners of regional games will advance to 
the Final Four in the Alamodome in San 
Antonio. First round games will be played 
April 3, the national championship game 
April 5. 


ven though Alabama earned its way 
Be the tournament and into the 

Sweet 16, it is fair to say that this 
Crimson Tide wasn’t supposed to be so suc- 
cessful. 

This was a rebuilding year for Gottfried’s 
squad. Graduation was tough on Bama alter 
last season. The Tide lost three seniors who 
had been four-year starters, members of 
Gottlried’s first recruiting class after he took 
over the program at his alma mater six years 
ago. That group included the 2002 
Southeastern Conference Player of the Year, 
Erwin Dudley. Additionally, this year’s 
Crimson Tide was blind-sided when Mo 
Williams, the 2002 SEC Freshman of the 
Year, elected to enter the NBA draft after last 
season. It was the third straight year 
Alabama lost an underclassman to the lure 
of the NBA. 

In pre-season predictions, Alabama was 
expected to finish at or near the bottom in 
the SEC. 

Almost everyone would say that Gottfried. 
a very successful coach, has likely done his 
best coaching job this year. But for a couple 
of curious calls by SEC officials, Bama 
would probably have finished second in the 
SEC West and Gottfried would likely have 
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been SEC Coach of the Year. 

That tough schedule, which included 
some quality wins over the likes of 
Wisconsin, Mississippi State, and Oregon, 
also included some close losses to the likes 
of Pitt, Providence, Kentucky, and an over- 
time heart-breaker to Mississippi State in the 
final regular season game of the year. 

Midway through the season Alabama lost 
junior wing guard Earnest Shelton and 
sulfered a five-game losing streak, the 
longest in Gottfried’s tenure at Bama. When 
the Tide lost to Vanderbilt on February 18, 
most thought any chance of NCAA 
Tournament play was over. But Alabama 
won five of its final six regular season 
games, three of them on the road, and fin- 
ished tied for second in the SEC Western 
Division. Bama swamped Tennessee, 84-49, 
in the first round of the SEC Tournament 
before being eliminated by Florida in over- 
time—Bama’s third overtime game in the last 
four games belore reaching Seattle. 

The return of Shelton, a 6-3 junior from 
Memphis who was Bama’s leading scorer be- 
fore being injured, was a big part of Alabama 
success. He averaged 15.8 points per game. 

But the main man has been sophomore 
Kennedy Winston, 6-6, who earned All-SEC 
on the strength of his offensive play. He was 
named SEC Player of the Week in back-to- 
back weeks this season and a record-tying 
three times during the year. He averaged 
16.9 points and 5.5 rebounds per game this 
year. 

Winston announced that he plans to re- 
turn for his junior season with Bama next 
year. 

Inside, the Tide has players who had al- 
most no experience prior to the start of this 
season. Sophomore Chuck Davis, 6-7, 230, 
from Selma, saw only spot action as a true 
freshman last year. This year he averaged 
10.9 points and 5.9 rebounds per game. 
True freshman Jermareo Davidson, 6-10, 
200, holds the other inside position. The 
Atlanta native was a unanimous choice for 
the All-SEC Freshman team as he averaged 
5.2 points and 4.7 rebounds per game and 
blocked a team-high 37 shots. 

But the heart of the team is 6-0 senior 
point guard Antoine Pettway, a former walk- 
on from tiny Camden. Pettway scored the 
winning basket to beat Florida at the end of 
the 2002 season as Alabama won the SEC 
Championship. He has had a handful of 
game-winning shots in his career, the most 
recent in Alabama's [first round win over 
Southern Illinois. Pettway led the SEC in as- 
sists-Lurnovers ratio (96 assists, 43 
turnovers) and averaged 9.4 points per 
game. 

Alabama didn’t have a great bench, but the 
back-ups had their moments in great wins. 
Demetrius Smith missed Alabama’s first 
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NCAA game with a turned ankle, but was 
able to play against Stanford. 

Emmett Thomas (8.9 ppg) and Evan 
Brock (3.1 ppg) were very important role 
players. Senior Reggie Rambo, 6-7, 225, is 
an inside substitute against physical teams. 

Alabama has been a team that has had 
great success with its outside shooting. 
Shelton, Winston, Pettway, and Thomas all 
regularly shooting the three-pointer. 
Alabama went into the NCAA Tournament 
having made 207 of 540 treys. 

Although Alabama prefers to play man-to- 
man defense, the Tide has had success this 
year with a 2-3 zone. 


hen the conclusion of the season 
finally comes, Alabama's basket- 
ball coaching staff will turn its at- 


tention to the future, specifically recruiting. 
While Bama has already had a very success- 
ful recruiting year with four signees in the 
early signing period, it is believed that the 
Crimson Tide would like to add one more 
player to the 2003-04 recruiting class. 

The player most often identified as that re- 
maining prospect is inside player Walter 
Sharpe, 6-9, 230 of Birmingham Parker. 
Sharpe, a finalist for Mr. Basketball in 
Alabama and a unanimous 6A all-state selec- 
tion, led his team to the championship game 
of the state tournament. He averaged 23 
points, 12 rebounds, and three blocked 
shots in his senior season. 

Sharpe is thought to be considering 
Alabama, Georgia, Alabama-Birmingham, 
and Auburn. 

Sharpe had an excellent season, but 
couldn’t quite overcome Mr. Basketball, 
Ronald Steele. Steele, the headliner of 
Alabama's early signing period, led his John 
Carroll team to its second state champi- 
onship with a win over Sharpe and Parker. 
And then Steele became the first player in 
Alabama history to be selected as the state's 
Mr. Basketball on two occasions. His near- 
unanimous selection this year followed last 
season when he became the first junior to 
win the aware from the Alabama Sports 
Writers Association. 

As a senior, Steele averaged 23.1 points, 
6.4 rebounds, 6.4 assists, and 3.7 steals per 
game. He had 30 points in the 75-73 cham- 
pionship game win over Parker, John 
Carroll's second consecutive state champi- 
onship. 

In Steele’s final two seasons at John 
Carroll, the Cavaliers went 67-3 with win- 
ning streaks of 36 and 30 games. In his ca- 
reer, Steele finished his career with over 
2,200 points, grabbed more than 700 reb- 
pounds, dished out nearly 700 steals, and 
amassed xmore than 400 points. John 
Carroll's record in his tenure was 117-10. 

Alabama also signed guards Glenn Miles, a 
6-4 guard from West End High School in 
Birmingham, and Albert Weber, a 6-3 guard 
from New Orleans who played at Mount 
Zion Christian in Durham, North Carolina. 
Miles averaged 16 points and 10 rebounds 
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The return of Earnest Shelton from injury helped Bama stop a mid-season five-game losing streak and 


play its way into the NCAA Tournament. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


per game, while Weber averaged 21 points 
and 5 assists per game. 

Additionally, Bama added an excellent 
player from the junior college ranks. Jean 
Felix, a 6-7 forward at Bevill Stae in jasper, 
averaged 20.2 points and 8.2 rebounds per 
game. He was national junior college player 
of the week during his sophomore season. 
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Felix had post-season surgery to repair a 
broken bone in his right foot that ended his 
season prematurely. 

And Alabama coaches will probably begin 
to look ahead, The upcoming senior class in 
Alabama includes one of the finest prep 
players in the nation in Richard Hendrix, a 
6-7 sharp-shooter from Athens. 
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Bama Seeks Fifth National Title 


by Andrew Varble II 


Alabama has coaching, 
depth, talent, and history 
on its side in post-season 


he Alabama Gymnastics team is in the 

| hunt for yet another national title. 

This is not news. Every year for the 

past 20, Alabama has been in contention 

going into the post-season. Some years the 

going has been easier than others, but the 

Crimson Tide, has made it to the final site 

21 times and finished in the top six 20 
times. 

This season, the 26th for Coaches Sarah 
and David Patterson. has been a bountiful 
one, with the Tide going 12-1-0 and posting 
eight consecutive 197-plus scores to finish 
off the regular season. It marks the 18th 
time the Tide has posted at least 12 wins 
and the sixth time that it has lost one or 
fewer times. 

The 2004 lineup is one of the most potent 
in Alabama's storied history, Of the 16 ath- 
letes on the roster, 15 have seen meet action 
and 13 are regulars in the competitive rota- 
tion. The Pattersons have made good use of 
their numbers, developing not just depth, 
but quality depth. 

That depth has allowed Alabama to come 
into the championship season healthy and 
fresh, an advantage it has not always en- 
joyed, And the Tide’s combination of front 
line talent and quality depth has kept Bama 
around the top of the national rankings in- 
cluding a four-week stint at number one. In 
all, Alabama has been in the top three all but 
one week of the regular season and has been 
the top-ranked Southeastern Conference 
school for a majority of that time, 

The road to the NCAA Championships 
will go through one of six regional sites 
ranging from Raleigh, North Carolina, to 
Corvallis, Oregon, on April 3. As one of the 
nation’s top-18 teams, Alabama will be seed- 
ed into one of the six sites. From there, it 
will take a top-two regional finish to propel 
the Tide onto Los Angeles and Pauley 
Pavilion April 15-17. 


labama’s quest for NCAA title num- 
A= five is spear-headed by senior all- 

arounder Jeana Rice. The Longwood, 
Florida, native is a 13-time All-America al- 
ready, and has a chance to become the most 
decorated gymnast in NCAA history. She 
would be surpassing Tide legend Dee Foster 
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who finished her career with 17 All-America 
honors in 1993. Rice has been extraordinary 
down the stretch of her career, both accom- 
plished and consistent. She scored 9.9 or 
better during the regular season an astonish- 
ing 80 per cent of her routines. She won 19 
events during the season and finished first 
or second 27 times. As her All-America tally 
attests, Rice is at her best during champi- 
onship season. 

The Tide's other all-arounder, All-America 
Shannon Hrozek, got off to a slow start this 
season, incorporating a new vault into her 
repertoire and adding the floor exercise to 
her list of duties at mid-season, but over the 
last third of the season she kicked it into 
high gear, hitting a career best 39.5 in the 
all-around twice in the last three meets of 
the regular season. In addition to being a 
strong all-arounder, The Woodlands, Texas, 
native is the regular lead-off routine on the 
vault, uneven bars and floor exercise, giving 
the Tide’s rotations a jump start, 

And while Hrozek has been the Tide's lead 
off on the vault and floor, it's sophomore 
All-America Ashley Miles who serves as the 
exclamation point, Miles is considered the 
most explosive gymnast in the nation. On 
the floor and vault, Miles has scored 9.9 or 
better in all but two routines. The San 
Antonio, Texas, native has added the uneyen 
bars to her duty list this year and has given 
the Tide another consistent 9.9 routine on 
that event. Miles goes into the champi- 
onship season not only looking for a team 
ring, but to defend her NCAA vault title 
won as a freshman and perhaps to add a 
floor title as well, 

One of the highlights of Alabama's season 
has been All-America junior Alexis Brion’s 
emergence as a force. While she has earned 
three All-America citations in her first two 
years and was a key part of the Tide's 2002 
NCAA Championship, the Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, native struggled with injuries in 
her first two seasons. This year has been dil- 
ferent. Brion came into the season healthy 
and motivated and has roared through the 
year, Entering the post-season, she is vault- 
ing as well as anyone in the country and her 
floor routine is equally impressive. She has 
worked hard to make it into the balance 
beam lineup, scoring as high as 9.9. If she 
can make that routine consistently, it will 
give the Tide a strong boost at the national 
championships. 

Sophomore All-America Mari Bayer has 
added her long lines and graceful skills to 
the Tide's uneven bars and balance beam 
routines. The San Jose, California, native has 
also seen extensive action in Alabama's floor 
lineup, In the championships season, the 
bars and beam are going to be key areas for 
the Tide and Bayer a key player in both, 

Alabama's sophomore Dana duo, Dana 
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Pierce and Dana Filetti, have been key for 
the Tide in several events. Pierce, from 
Advance, Indiana, has competed in all four 
events and has been a regular in the balance 
beam and floor exercise lineup. Filetti, from 
Chesapeake, Virginia, has been a regular on 
the vault and uneven bars and has provided 
depth on the floor. 

Seniors Lauren Holdefer and Stephanie 
Kite have been mainstays of the Tide's floor 
exercise lineup. Kite. an Austin, Texas, na- 
tive, earned All-America honors on the 
event as a junior and Holdefer, from 
Northport, also has seen vault action this 
season. 

And consider the Louisiana contribution. 
Freshman Brittany Comeaux has been in the 
uneven bars lineup since meet one and the 
Addis native joined the vault lineup late in 
the season. Her unique vault and its high 
scoring potential could be a key to post-sea- 
son success. Junior Michelle Reeser from 
Monroe is the Tide's leadoff on the balance 
beam and her solid start is a confidence 
booster in that event. Sophomore Rachael 
Delahoussaye from Mandeville is another 
beam regular. 

On the uneven bars, the return of sopho- 
more Larrissa Stewart, sidelined in the fall 
after severing a tendon in her hand, has 
given Alabama a boost. The Healdton, 
Nebraska, native was All-SEC on the bars as 
a freshman. 

A native of Fort Walton Beach, Florida, 
freshman Erin Rightley adds depth to the 
Tide's balance beam and floor exercise line- 
up while fellow rookie Johnna Gay, of 
Mobile does the same on the vault and floor. 
Freshman Meredith Laxton from Papillion, 
Nebraska, adds depth to the Tide's balance 
beam lineup. 


nd while the Tide's lineup is talented 
Am deep, the competition is as well. 

Defending NCAA Champion UCLA 
sits atop the rankings going into the post- 
season and returns a very strong lineup [rom 
a year ago. The fact that the NCAA Champ- 
ionships are in Los Angeles could hurt the 
Bruins chances as much as help them 
though. Alabama is the only school in the 
past eight years to win a title on its home 
floor. 

Tide archrival Georgia has six All- 
Americas as a senior class. None of those 
Lady Bulldogs have won a team national 
title, which is great motivation. Utah, nine 
years removed [rom its last title, is also hun- 
gry to return to the top spot. 

And beyond Alabama, UCLA, Utah and 
Georgia, the four teams who have won all 22 
NCAA titles, there is a pack of teams waiting 
to break into the exclusive championship 
club. Stanford, Florida, LSU and Iowa State 
are all poised to take a shot at the gold trophy. 
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Auto Accident Changed His Life 


by Erik Stinnett 


Linebacker Michael Rogers 
survived wreck, but never 
completely recovered 


ichael Rogers doesn't like to talk 
Mi that fateful Christmas Eve 

night, 1992, in his hometown of 
Luverne. There was the Christmas party with 
friends. The drive home with three buddies. 
The heavy rain. The speeding. And then the 
violent flipping. 

One of Rogers’ friends, James Patterson, 
didn’t make it. Lamont Jones, the driver of 
the car, escaped with few injuries that night, 
but his life, too, would come to a tragic end. 
He was killed a couple years ago. Daniel 
Richburg suffered serious injuries but even- 
tually recovered. 

Then there was Michael Rogers, a standout 
sophomore linebacker for the Alabama 
Crimson Tide. 

The second-leading tackler on perhaps the 
best defense in the history of college football 
suffered a concussion and what Rogers de- 
scribed as a “messed up” groin. Rogers was 
unconscious for several days, finally coming 
to the day after Patterson's burial. 

“1 still think about it today,” Rogers, 33, 
said from his home in Asheville, North 
Carolina. 

Gene Stallings, Alabama's head coach at the 
time, also remembers the accident. The un- 
expected news was a major jolt for his team 
as it prepared to meet number one Miami in 
the Sugar Bowl for the national champi- 
onship. 

“I was just thankful he wasn’t killed in the 
accident,” Stallings said, “We hated that he 
couldn't play in the game, but the fact that 
he was alive was what was important to me. 
Games come and go.” 

Rogers improved enough to join the team 
in New Orleans the day before the game. He 
wouldn't be able to play, but at least he 
could be there with his teammates on the 
sidelines. 

“Of course, it was hard,” he said. “After the 
whole year of helping my teammates get in 
that situation, I suddenly couldn't do any- 
thing to help them. But more than anything, 
| was just glad to be there. | could have been 
like my friend, James.” 

There was one little episode associated 
with the game Rogers isn't too fond of 
now-his interview with ABC Sports sideline 
reporter Jack Arute. It was clear Rogers, just 
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eight days removed from the accident, wasn’t 
himself. 

“My brother said I should have never done 
that interview,” Rogers said. “I was just so 
drugged up; heavily medicated.” 

Everything else about the game, though, 
was picture-perfect. Alabama, with Mario 
Morris filling in for Rogers, trounced the 
Hurricanes, 34-13. Rogers, who occasionally 
watches. the tape of that game, hasn't com- 
pletely gotten over having to sit out the na- 
tional championship game. 

Rogers said, “I look at my (national cham- 
pionship) ring sometimes and think, ‘Dang, | 
didn’t play in that game.’ But it wasn’t just 
that one game that earned us a national 
championship. It took the whole season.” 

And what a stellar season Rogers had in 
1992. He turned in 68 tackles, 10 tackles for 
loss, one sack, two interceptions, and a pass 
broken up. He returned his first interception 
36 yards for a score against Vanderbilt, a re- 
turn keyed by Lemanski Hall's block on the 
quarterback. That turned out to be the only 
touchdown of his collegiate career. 

“It was unbelievable,” Rogers said of his 
touchdown. “I was mauled by the rest of our 
defense in the end zone. Lemanski, though, 
was the one who got credit on CNN for the 
block of the week.” 

Rogers’ second interception came against 
Florida in the inaugural SEC Championship 
Game. While Antonio Langham’ 27-yard inter- 
ception return for the winning touchdown is 
the one most Alabama fans remember from that 
game, Rogers’ pick a few minutes later ended 
any hopes the Gators had for a comeback and 
kept the Tide’ national title hopes alive. 

Defensive highlight after defensive high- 
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light. whether it was Rogers making the play 
or somebody else, was certainly a recurring 
theme during that magical 1992 campaign. 

“The main thing about that defense was 
that we had fun playing together,” Rogers 
said. “We would race each other to see who 
got to the ball first. We all wanted to see each 
other do well.” 


he car accident, the death of a friend, 
| the disappointment of not playing in 
the national championship game and 
the thrill of winning it turned out to be part 
of an emotional roller coaster Rogers rode 
that winter and spring. His mother, Olive, 
died of a brain aneurysm in February 1993, 
Then came spring football practice and the 
discovery that the December car wreck had 
left him a step slower than he was prior to 
the accident. 

“L could still run but not like | could be- 
fore,” he said. “It had affected my speed.” 

Rogers, though, continued to be a force on 
the field. He turned in another solid season 
in 1993, logging 72 tackles, eight tackles for 
loss, two sacks and three pass breakups. He 
had a career-high 12 tackles in Alabama's 17- 
17 tie with Tennessee. 

But the banner senior season Rogers had 
hoped to have never materialized. Rogers’ 
role diminished somewhat in 1994 as he 
started only seven games and finished with 
47 tackles, five tackles for loss, one sack and 
two caused fumbles. 

Rogers today still isn't quite sure why his 
playing time dropped in ‘94, although he be- 
lieves the lingering effects the car accident 
had on his speed may have had something to 
do with it. 

“What | do know is that when it came to 
tight games, when it came down to the nitty 
gritty, | was out there,” he said. 

And he wasn't put out there by accident. 
Stallings today still speaks highly of one of 
the best players on what were some of 
Alabama's finest defensive units. 

“I remember him being an outstanding 
competitor and a real hitter,” Stallings said. 
“He meant a lot to the program. You can't 
legislate toughness. You either have it or you 
don't have it, and he had it. He was a physi- 
cally tough kid who loved contact.” 

Rogers also loved to win. And he wasn't 
alone. That 1994 senior class, which includ- 
ed names like Jay Barker, Sherman Williams, 
Tarrant Lynch, Jon Stevenson, Dameian 
Jeffries, Tommy Johnson, Sam Shade and 
Willie Gaston, won a school record 45 games 
from 1991-94, 

“We just had a lot of hard workers, and we 
enjoyed winning,” Rogers said of his senior 
class. “Winning is an attitude. Once we start- 
ed winning, we never wanted to lose.” 

Rogers never made it to the NFL after leav- 
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As a sophomore, Michael Rogers was the second-leading tackler on Alabama’s 1992 national champi- 


onship team. 


ing Alabama, but he did draw interest from a 
Canadian Football League team-the San 
Antonio Texans. He attended the Texans’ 
training camp but didn’t make the cut. 

“That didn’t go too well,” Rogers said of his 
brief CFL experience. “I could never figure 
out that Canadian football. That's a whole dif- 
ferent game.” 
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ogers decided to hang up his cleats. He 
R= a job with a wholesale company 
in Montgomery, and in 1996 he moved 
to Asheville where he began work for a gro- 


cery chain called Ingles Distribution Center. 


He serves as an order selector. 
“I love it,” Rogers said of his work. “I work 
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with a great group of guys, and we have a lot 
of fun.” 

But the place where Rogers is having the 
most fun these days is on the field-the softball 
field. Rogers plays city league softball and 
hasn’t lost the sweet swing he had when play- 
ing baseball at Luverne High School. 

“T can hit it,” he said. 

Softball, in fact, has gotten to be a pretty se- 
rious business for the ex-linebacker, who, ac- 
cording to his former high school coach, 
Doug Brown, looks like he could still suit up 
to play football. He plays in about 15 major 
tournaments throughout the year, taking on 
teams from all over the Southeast. Like the 
football teams he played for at Alabama, 
Rogers’ softball teams rarely lose. 

“I've got several first-place trophies now 
from softball,” he said. 

When not swinging for the fences, Rogers 
can often be seen playing a little three-on- 
three basketball, fishing, or working on his 
golf game. He also enjoys spending time with 
his family—his wife of three years, Renee, and 
his 11-year-old daughter, Alexis, who lives in 
Montgomery. 

“I don’t get to see her much, but we do talk 
a lot,” Rogers said of his daughter. “She usual- 
ly comes up here for Christmas and then 
spends two weeks up here in the summer, and 
then I go down there to see her for her birth- 
day every March.” 

Another of Rogers’ current interests is an 
annual charity event called Light the Night, 
which raises money for leukemia research. 
Like many families, the Rogers family has 
been personally touched by cancer. Renee’ fa- 
ther died of the disease, and Renee herself is a 
cancer survivor. 

Something else that’s close to Rogers’ heart 
these days? Alabama football. Whenever his 
alma mater is on television, which is often, 
Rogers is in front of the tube. What he’s seen 
of late has been painful to watch. 

“We don’t play defense anymore, and that 
hurts me the most,” he said. “I don’t know if 
its scheme or what, but it just doesn’t look 
like we attack people, and that’s not Alabama 
football. We always won on defense. 

“Defense is 80 per cent attitude. The coach 
can put you where you need to be, but after 
that you've got to be man enough to do what 
you have to do.” 

While he’s been discouraged, Rogers is opti- 
mistic. 

“We're just going to have to be patient be- 
cause of the situation our program was in,” he 
said. “It's going to take time to build it back up. 
But, as everyone knows, patience is not a virtue 
at Alabama. But we'll be okay eventually.” 

What’ even better news for Michael Rogers 
is that today-a little over 11 years after com- 
ing face-to-face with death-he'’s okay, too. 

“I think I've had a great life so far, and, Lord 
willing, I have a lot more life ahead of me,” 
Rogers said. “I had an opportunity a lot of peo- 
ple dream of, to play football for The University 
of Alabama. And I can say I did that.” 

And he did it well. 
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Football All-Stars 

Alabama football fans will be able to get a 
glimpse of the future when the 17th annual 
Alabama-Mississippi All-Star Football 
Classic is held June 5 at Ladd Stadium in 
Mobile. That's because Alabama's 36-man 
squad of graduated seniors will include 16 
players who have signed to play with the 
Crimson Tide. 

The Alabama roster was chosen by repre- 
sentatives from the Alabama High School 
Athletic Directors and Coaches 
Association, the Alabama High School 
Athletic Association, each of the eight 
AHSAA athletic districts, and the All-Star 
Classic games committee. 

Alabama signees selected for the game 
are: 

Lineman Justin Britt of Cullman, lineman 
Antoine Caldwell of Montgomery Lee, de- 
fensive back Marcus Carter of Fort Payne, 
defensive back Simeon Castille of 
Birmingham Briarwood Christian, offensive 
lineman Cody Davis of Tuscaloosa Hillcrest, 
linebacker Curtis Dawson of Birmingham 
Hoover, defensive lineman Kevin Hamilton 
of Prattville, defensive lineman Jeramie 
Holifield of Hoover, running back Aaron 
Johns of Thomasville, wide receiver Ezekiel 
Knight of Wedowee Randolph County, de- 
fensive end Travis McCall of Prattville, de- 
fensive back Travis Robinson of Hillcrest, 
offensive lineman B,J. Stabler of Grove Hill 
Clarke County, wide receiver Marcel Stamps 
of Brantley, wide receiver Nikita Stover of 
Hartselle, and quarterback John Parker 
Wilson of Hoover. 


Walks Away 

Although Alabama place-kicker Brian 
Bostick is an upcoming senior, that infor- 
mation may not have been communicated 
to a potential replacement. Earlier it had 
been announced that placekicker Lane 
Stewart of Tuscola High School in 
Asheville, North Carolina, intended to walk 
on at Alabama next fall. Stewart, an all-con- 
ference selection who made 31 extra points 
and 11 field goals as a senior, is a former 
Prattville native. 

However, a recent report said Stewart has 
decided to attend South Carolina as a walk- 
on rather than Alabama, which was his ini- 
tial choice. 

Stewart said South Carolina coaches con- 
tacted him after he gave his verbal commit- 
ment to Alabama, asking him if he wanted 
to be one of three kickers invited to walk 
on to their team. Stewart said he decided to 
take their offer when he learned the 
Gamecocks’ current kicker will be a senior 
this season, leaving the position open for 
the following season. 
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Moody To Return 

Rick Moody has been a part of the most im- 
portant moments in Alabama women’s bas- 
ketball. Bur things have not been good lately, 
Alabama just completed its second consecu- 
tive losing season, finishing with a 12-16 
record, This is the fifth consecutive year for 
Bama to fail to make the NCAA Tournament. 

But Moody is also the man who took 
Alabama to eight consecutive NCAA ap- 
pearances, including a trip to the final four 
a decade ago, in 1994, And that success is 
being rewarded in Moody being retained 
for the 2004-05 season, the final year of his 
current contract, 

Alabama Athletics Director Mal Moore 
cited Moody's past success in announcing 
the decision to retain Moody. 

In 15 years at Alabama, Moody has a 
record of 297-171. 

“No one loves The University of Alabama 
or this basketball program more than Rick 
Moody, and Rick Moody will see to it that it 
returns to the heights expected of it,” 
Moody promised. 


Women's All-SEC Honorees 

Junior Monique Bivins and freshman 
Katie Mastin of the Alabama women’s bas- 
ketball team were among Southeastern 
Conference honorees this year. Bivins, a 5-9 
guard from Alabaster, was named an All- 
SEC second team selection while Mastin, a 
5-9 guard from Boaz, was SEC All- 
Freshman. It is the first time since 2002 
that Alabama has placed a player on the 
All-SEC team. 

Bivins was the team’s leading scorer at 
14.7 points a game and is second in re- 
bounding at 4.7 boards a game. She ranked 
among the Top 10 in the SEC in scoring 
and three-pointers and posted 24 double- 
figure point games this season. Bivins 
scored aver 20 points six times, including a 
career high 30 at Mississippi State. She is 
just the 13th second-team All-SEC honoree 
in Bama history. 

A redshirt last season, Mastin ranked sec- 
ond on the team in assists and is the team’s 
third leading scorer in SEC play, She scored 
double digit points in eight games includ- 
ing a career best 14 against Mississippi 
State, Mastin scored the game winning bas- 
ket against South Carolina in the SEC 
opener and then tallied the final four points 
in victory over Ole Miss. She also scored 
the final seven points to ice the Tide’s win 
against Arkansas. 

Mastin becomes only the fourth Tide 
player to earn SEC All-Freshman honors 
joining former Tide greats Niesa Johnson 
(1992), Yolanda Watkins (1993) and 
Dominque Canty (1996) on the list. 
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Tide Baseball Picked Low 

SEC baseball coaches don’t expect much 
from Alabama this season. In a pre-season 
poll, the coaches picked Bama to finish 
fourth in the SEC Western Division. 

LSU was picked to win the division and 
the overall championship. The coaches 
picked Auburn second, Mississippi third, 
Mississippi State fifth, and Arkansas sixth 
to round out the Western Division. 

In the Eastern Division it was South 
Carolina, Florida, Vanderbilt, Georgia, 
Tennessee, Kentucky. 

The SEC has both a regular season cham- 
pion and a tournament champion. Alabama 
has dominated the SEC Tournament under 
Coach Jim Wells, including winning last 
year’s championship. The SEC Touwmament 
is held in Hoover. 


National Champion 

Alabama senior Lane Bassham capped her 
collegiate career in the best way possible, 
winning the NCAA Three-Meter Diving 
Championship on the last dive of her last 
collegiate competition at the Texas AGM 
Rec Center. 

Bassham scored 557.75 points to far outdis- 
tance second place Mandy Moran of Arkansas 
by more than 15 points. And while the 15 
points provided a wide margin of victory, the 
road to the win was anything but easy. 

“She threw the hardest dives out there 
that she could do it,” Alabama Diving 
Coach Pat Greenwell said. “It was all or 
nothing and she made it. The lead passed 
back and forth between several divers and 
it came down to the last round, Lane threw 
the highest degree of difficulty. Everyone 
hit on the last round and Lane came out on 
top. It was an incredible performance and 
just an amazing way to close out her ca- 
reer,” 

The Moultrie, Georgia, native won the 
first NCAA Championship for the Tide 
women in 20 years. The Tide's last champi- 
onship was Angelika Knipping’s 50 breast- 
stroke win in 1983. Bassham is the first 
Tide diver to win a collegiate national 
championship. 

Bassham finished second off the one- 
meter board. She finishes her career with 
eight All-American honors. 


Good Worker 

Alabama gymnastics senior Stephanie 
Kite is a member of the inaugural SEC 
Gymnastics Good Works Team. The SEC 
sponsors Good Works Teams for all 20 
sports, recognizing athletes who give back 
to their communities in superior service el- 
forts, 

A native of Austin, Texas, Kite spends six 
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hours a week translating in elementary and 
high schools for kids whose first language 
is Spanish, and she has also organized and 
participated in the gymnastic team’s annual 
Bake Sale which raises money for the 
Salvation Army's Project Angel Tree, The 
senior international business major has 
worked with children in Tuscaloosa’s 
Children’s Hands on Museum and volun- 
teered at the athletics department's 
Halloween party for local children. In addi- 
tion, she hosted the children of the 
Stallings’ RISE Center for the gymnastic 
team’s annual Christmas party. 

Kile holds a perfect 4.0 grade point aver- 
age for her career and was a 2003 At-Large 
First-team Verizon Academic All-America 
and a floor exercise All-America in 2003. 


Reminder 

When nationally-ranked Alabama hosted 
Tulsa in a softball game March 16, it wasn't 
particularly big news. Nor was Bama’s 4-0 
victory. But it had been news when the 
Crimson Tide and the Golden Hurricane 
met in their only other softball meeting. 
That came in 1997 and was the first 
Alabama softball game. The Tide also won 
that game, a 5-2 decision that launched the 
Bama program. 


How To Go Up In Polls 

The Alabama women's tennis team knows 
the way to the top. In early March the 
Crimson Tide was ranked 53rd in the na- 
tion. Three weeks later Alabama was up to 
number 28. The reason for the dramatic 
improvement? The Bama women were 
beating people. 

Alabama went on a four-game winning 
streak with wins over Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Mississippi State, and 17th- 
ranked and previously undefeated 
Michigan to move up in the polls, Bama 
has been led by sophomores Ashley Bentley 
and Robins Stephenson, who were both un- 
defeated in conference play. 

Tide Head Coach Jenny Mainz said, “I'm 
encouraged because our improvement has 
been recognized. I generally don’t get too 
excited about rankings because they can be 
deceiving, but I'm proud of the team.” 


Spring Success 

Soccer and yolleyball in the spring is like 
spring training in football. 1t doesn’t count, 
but it helps get the teams ready for the fall 
seasons, And Alabama has had spring suc- 
cess in both sports. 

The volleyball team of Coach Judy Green 
went to a spring Lournament at Miami and 
showed some marked improvement in sev- 
eral areas. In a modified match set-up, 
Alabama took a pair of games from the 
Hurricanes in a five-game morning session 
(23-30, 30-24, 15-6, 14-16, 6-15). The two 
teams squared off for four games in the al- 
ternoon with Miami coming out on lop 
(30-24, 15-10, 17-15, 15-8). 
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“It was a good challenge for us to play a 
team that is better than we are at ball con- 
trol,” said Green. “Their ball control forced 
us to be more consistent with our ball-han- 
dling. Overall, | felt like we definitely made 
some improvements defensively. We are 
using our spring season Lo work on funda- 
mentals with many of our young kids. We 
continue to improve as a team, but there is 
still some work to do especially in the area 
of ball control if we want to reach the next 
level.” 

Bama has more spring tournaments at 
Georgia Tech and Tulane. 

The soccer team of Coach Don Staley 
hosted the Alabama Spring Classic and de- 
feated all four opponents without surren- 
dering a goal. 

The Tide defeated Troy State and 
Jacksonville State 1-0, Shelton State 2-0 
and played to a 0-0 tie against the 
Greenville Football Club. 

Alabama got goals on the day from 
Courtney Cockrill, who scored both goals 
against Shelton State and one against Troy 
State and Libby Probst, who connected on a 
30-yard shot from the left side of the field 
putting it in the upper 90 on the right side 
of the goal, against Jacksonville State. 

Laura Lowman and Carly Carson split 
time between the posts, with each keeper 
playing two games. Lowman posted 
shutouts against Jacksonville State and 
GFC while Carson was perfect against Troy 
State and Shelton State. 

Up next for the Crimson Tide on its 
spring schedule is a charity match against 
the Auburn Tigers on April 17. The game 
will be played in Huntsville and is being 
held to help CCFA (Crohn's & Colitis 
Foundation of America) raise community 
awareness as well as the necessary money 
needed to provide educational support and 
programs, and to fund research to find the 
cause and cure of Crohn's & Colitis. 

Gates will open at 3:45 p.m., with a kick 
off ceremony at 4:00, there is a first game 
starting at 4:30 with Alabama and Auburn 
following up that match at approximately 
6:30 p.m. 

Tickets will be available at the gate. The 
costs of tickets are $7 for adults and $5 for 
students (ID required over 18) and senior 
citizens. For additional information, con- 
tact Anneta Simmons at (256) 509-6521. 


Record-Breakers 

Three Alabama women's track and field 
athletes set new Crimson Tide records in a 
meet to qualify for the NCAA 
Championships. At the Florida Fast Times 
Invitational the Tide women broke three 
records in field events. The women are all 
sophomores. 

Beth Mallory posted a 64 feet 3.75 inches 
effort in the weight throw to over take 
Safiya Ingram’s 2000 record of 63-08.25, 
Aymara Albury also overcame an Ingram 
mark to become the Tide's all-time best in 
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the shot put. Albury pushed the shot 53- 
7.75, shattering Ingram’s previous mark of 
52-11, also from 2000. Tasha Pharr bet- 
tered her own mark in the triple jump, set 
at the Southeastern Conference Indoor 
Championships, by an inch, going 42-8.75. 


Scholar-Athletes 

Soccer player Lauren lmwalle and track 
and field athlete Brian Rohrer have been 
nominated by The University of Alabama 
for the H. Boyd McWhorter Scholar-Athlete 
Post-Graduate Scholarships. 

The $10,000 scholarships have been pre- 
sented by the Southeastern Conference 
since L986 to the league's top male and fe- 
male scholar-athletes. The 2004 recipients 
on April 6 in conjunction with National 
Student-Athlete Day, 

Imwalle, a senior from Cincinnati, Ohio, 
has earned a 4.00 grade point average, ma- 
joring in Biology with a minor in Spanish, 
She was a second-team All-SEC selection in 
2003 as a defender. She was second on the 
(eam in minutes played with 1,542, 

A three-year starter, Imwalle was also a 
member of the 2002 SEC Good Works 
Team and a two-time Defensive MVP of the 
Crimson Tide. Academi-cally, she is a 
member of the school's Dean’s List and has 
earned a Presidential Scholarship. Imwalle 
is a Phi Beta Kappa, a member of the SEC 
Academic Honor Roll, and a two-time 
member of the CoSIDA Academic All- 
District squad. 

Rohrer, a senior from Vancouver, 
Washington, has earned a +,00 grade point 
average, majoring in Biology. He is a team 
captain of the 2004 Crimson Tide track 
squad, competing in the decathlon and 
pole vault. Last season, he placed fifth in 
the SEC Championships and qualified for 
the NCAA Regionals in the pole vault. 

He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa and a 
two-time CoSIDA Academic All-America 
and SEC Academic Honor Roll honoree. 
He is also a member of Alabama's Dean’s 
List and President's List. 

National Student-Athlete Day was created 
in 1987 by the National Consortium for 
Academics and Sports (NCAS) and 
Northeastern University’s Center for the 
Study of Sport in Society, and presented by 
the NCAA and the National Federation of 
State High School Associations (NFHS). 

National Student-Athlete Day is held each 
April 6 to celebrate outstanding student- 
athletes who have achieved excellence in 
academics and athletics while having made 
signilicant contributions to the community. 

The 22 SEC runners-up all receive $5,000 
scholarships. The award recipients are cho- 
sen by a committee of Faculty Athletics 
Repre-sentatives from the 12 SEC institu- 
tions and are honored at the SEC Spring 
Meetings in Sandestin, Florida, on June 3. 

Last year’s recipients were Florida basket- 
ball player Matt Bonner and Alabama gym- 
nast Kristin Sterner. 
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Mar 21 
Mar 24 
Mar 26 
Mar 27 
Mar 28 
Mar 31 
Apr 2 
Apr 3 
Apr 4 
Apr 6 
Apr 9 
Apr LO 
Apr 11 
Apr 1+ 
Apr 16 
Apr 17 
Apr 18 
Apr 21 
Apr 23 
Apr 24 
Apr 25 
Apr 28 
Apr 30 
May 1 
May 2 
May 7 
May 8 
May 9 
May 12 
May 14 
May 15 
May 16 
May 21 
May 22 
May 23 
May 26- 
May 30 
June 4- 
June 6 
June 11- 
June 14 
June 18- 
June 28 


30 


Baseball 


Opponent 


New Orleans 1 
New Orleans 

New Orleans 1 
@ Jacksonville State 
Cincinnati 

Cincinnati 

Cincinnati 

SE Louisiana 

SE Louisiana 

SE Louisiana 

UAB 


WNW OW be WW 


Centenary Gent Classic 
(Fairgrounds Field, Shreveport) 


Louisiana Tech 6 
Centenary 0 
Kansas State 


Nm 


Southern Miss 5 
SE Missouri State 1 
SE Missouri State 0 
SE Missouri State 0 
@ Bham Southern + 
@ Georgia 5 
@ Georgia 5 
@ Georgia 1:00 ET 
Morehead State 6:30 
Mississippi 6:30 
Mississippi 4:00 
Mississippi L.00 
@ South Alabama 6:00 
@ Arkansas 6:35 
@ Arkansas 2:05 
@ Arkansas 12:30 
Louisiana Tech 6:30 
Vanderbilt 6:30 
Vanderbilt +00 
Vanderbilt 2:00 
@ UAB TBA 
Auburn 6:30 
Auburn 4:00 
Auburn 2:00 
Samford 6:30 


@ So, Carolina 7:00 ET 
@ So. Carolina 4:00 ET-TV 
@ So, Carolina 1:30 ET 


Miss. Valley State 6:30 
@1SU 6:30 
@LSU 2:00 
@LSU 1:00 
Florida 6:30 
Florida +:00 
Florida Noon 
Centenary 6:30 
@ Kentucky — 6:30 ET 
@ Kentucky —- 2:00 ET 


@ Kentucky Noon ET 


Mississippi State 6:30 
Mississippi State 4:00 
Mississippi State 2:00 


SEC Tournament 
(Hoover, Alabama) TBA 
NCAA Regional 
(Campus Sites) TBA 
NCAA Super Regional 
(Campus Sites) TBA 
College World Series 
Omaha, Nebraska TBA 


All Times Central unless noted. 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 

UolA Opp 

Stanford Spring Classic @ Palo Alto 

1 Stanlord 4 

2 San Jose State 0 

2 Stanford ] 

5 San Jose State 0) 
Bama Bash 

8 Lipscomb 0 

2 Eastern Kentucky 1 

3 Albany ] 

12 Albany 0 

7 Lipscomb 0 

Palm Springs s (Calif.) Classic 

5 Northwestern 

3 U.S. Olympic (exh) 11 

0 Arizona 3 

2 Pacific 3 


Softball 


Feb, 22 Cal-Fullerton Cned rain 
Frost Classic @ Chattanooga 


6 Buffalo 3 
5 Tennessee Tech 0 
8 North Texas 0 
6 Marshall 0 
1 Wisconsin 0 
9 Chattanooga 0 
8 Samford 0 
8-4 @ Arkansas (2) 3-2 
7 @ Arkansas ] 
10 Jacksonville State 4 
4-35 Tennessee (2) 3-+ 
2 Tennessee | 
4 Tulsa 0 
10 Alabama State 0 
9 @ Kentucky 3 
Mar 21 @Kentucky (2) 1:00 
Mar 23. Florida (2) 5:00 
Mar 24 Florida 3:00 
Mar 27 LSU (2) 1:00 
Mar 28 LSU (Fox TV) 1,00 
Apr 3 @ Mississippi (2) 1:00 
Apr4+ @ Mississippi 1:00 
Apr9 @ Mississippi St (2)5;00 
Apr 10 @ Mississippi St 2:00 
Apr 13 @ Georgia Tech (2) 3:00 
Apr 15 Bham-Southern 7:00 
Apr 17 So Carolina (2) 1:00 
Apr 18 So Carolina (Fox TV)1:00 
Apr 20 @ Auburn (2) 5:00 
Apr21 @ Auburn 3:00 
Apr 27 @Bham Southern 7:00 
May 1 Georgia (2) 1:00 
May 2 Georgia 1:30 
May 8 @ Maryland (2) 1:30 
May 13- SEC Tournament TBA 
May 16 @ Tuscaloosa 
May 20- NCAA Regional TBA 
May 23. (Campus Sites) 
May 27- College World SeriesTBA 
May 31 @ Oklahoma City, Okla. 
Men's Outdoor Track 
Date Event 
Mar 18- Alabama Relays 
Mar 21 @ Tuscaloosa 
Apr 2- So Florida Invite 
Apr3 @ Tampa 
Aprl0 Sun Angel Classic 
@ Tempe, Ariz. 
Apr l6- Mt. SAC Relays 
Apr 17 @ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr 22 Drake Relays 
Apr 24 @ Des Moines 
May | @ Ole Miss Open 
May 13- SEC Championships 
May 16 @ Oxford, Miss. 
May 28- NCAA Regional 
May 29 @ Baton Rouge 
June 9- NCAA Championships 
June 12) @ Austin, Texas 
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Jan 31- 


2004 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Men’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 

UofA Opp 
5 Samford 2 
7 Jacksonville St r) 
7 Troy State 0 
6 Furman 


1 
1 @ Ohio State 6 
3 @South Florida + 
6 @ Central Florida l 
+ Middle Tennessee 3 
3 @ Mississippi 4 
3 @ Mississippi St + 
Blue-Gray Invite @ Montgomery 

+ William & Mary 3 

0 North Carolina 4 

1 Botse State + 


4 @ South Carolina 3 


Mar 2] @ Florida 1:00 
Mar 26 Vanderbilt 1:00 
Mar 28 Kentucky 1,00 
Mar 3] Rice 1,00 
Apr 2 Arkansas 1:00 
Apr+ LSU 1:00 
Apr7 Alabama-Bham — 1:00 
Apr7 Bham-Southern = 5:00 
Apr 10 Auburn 1:00 
Apr 16 @ Georgia 1:00 


Apr 22- SEC Championships 
Apr 25 @ Nashville 

May 15- NCAA Regional 

May 16 @TBA 

May 22- NCAA Championships 
May 31 @ Tulsa, Okla, 


Men's Golf 


Date Event Result 
Gator Invitational 

@ Gainesville Sthof 15 
Tulane Invitational 

@ New Orleans 4th of 9 
Cleveland Classic 

@ Los Angeles 9th of 17 
Conrad Rehling Invite 
@O! Colony — Ist of 13 
Auanta Intercollegiate 

@ Atlanta 

Augusta State Invite 

@ Augusta, Ga. 

Apr 16 SEC Championships 
Apr 18 @ Sea Island, Ga, 

May 20- NCAA Regional 

May 22 TBA 

June l- NCAA Championships 
June 4+ @ Hot Springs, Va. 


Feb J 
Feb 9- 
Feb 10 
Mar I- 
Mar 2 

Mar 12- 
Mar 14 
Mar 29- 
Mar 30 
Apr 3- 
Apr + 


Women’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 

UofA Opp 

4+ Louisville 3 

1 @ Harvard 6 

2 @ Miami 3 

5 Florida State 2 

7 @ Houston 0 

1 SMU @ Houston 6 

4+ @ Rice 3 

2 Georgia 3 

4 @ Tennessee 3 

5 Mississippi 2 

4 Mississippi State 3 

4 Michigan 3 

4 South Carolina 3 

Mar 21 Florida 1,00 
Mar 26 @ Vanderbilt 2:30 
Mar 28 @ Kentucky Noon 
Apr 2 @ Arkansas 2:00 

Apr+ @LSU Noon 

Apr9 Marquette 3:00 

Apr Ll @ Auburn 1:00 
Apr 13 South Alabama 3:00 


Apr 15- SEC Championships 
Apr L8 @ Nashville 
May 14- NCAA Regional 

May 16 @ TBA 
May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 29. @ Athens, Ga. 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event Result 


Feb9- Tilane Invitational 
Feb 10 @ New Orleans 5th of 9 
Feb 22- Saguaro Classic 
Feb, 24 @ Tueson, Ariz. 
Mar 3- Cleveland Classic 
Mar7 @ Baton Rouge 6th of 17 
Mar 12- Lady Gamecock 
Mar 14. @Blythewood, SC8th of 11 
Mar 26- Liz Murphey Classic 
Mar 28 @ Athens, Ga. 
Apr 16- SEC Championships 
Apr 18 @ Baton Rouge 
May 6- NCAA Regional 
May 8 @ Howey-in-the-Hills, Fla, 
May 18- NCAA Championships 
May 21 @ Auburn 


Ist of 7 


Women's Outdoor Track 


Date 
Mar 18- 
Mar 21 

Apr 3 


Event 

Alabama Relays 

@ Tuscaloosa 
Crimson Tide Classic 
@ Tuscaloosa 

Sea Ray Relays 

@ Knoxville 

Mt. SAC Relays 

@ Walnut, Calif. 
Pomona Invitational 
@ Pomona, Calif, 
Long Beach Invitational 
@ Long Beach, Calif. 


Apr 5- 
Apr 10 
Apr 15- 
Apr 17 
Apr 16 


Apr 17 


Date Event 

Apr 22- Drake Relays 

Apr 24+ @ Des Moines 

May 1 LSU Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge 
Orange & Purple Invite 
@ Clemson, S.C. 
May 13- SEC Championships 
May 16 @ Oxford, Miss. 
May 28- NCAA Regional 
May 29 @ Baton Rouge 
June 9- NCAA Championships 


May 8 


June 12 @ Austin. Texas 
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The very popular "BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 
will once again be available to Crimson Tide 
fans this summer. This Special Edition, ap- 
proximately 100 pages from the writers and 
photographers of BAMA MAGAZINE, provides 
the very finest in-depth analysis of the 2004 
Alabama football team, coaches, opponents, 
facts, statistics, schedules, color action pho- 
tos, and the best and most accurate Tide 
football recruiting information available! 

The 2004 ’BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK will 
be mailed this summer. 

The $12 charge includes applicable taxes, 
postage, and handling. 

The past two YEARBOOKS have sold out, so 
be sure to order now! 


VISA or MasterCard orders: 
Call 1-800-713-2261 or 
FAX 1-205-345-1260 


OR, Send check or money order to: 
"BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 

P.O. Box 866104 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 


Be sure to give name and mailing address 
Order Today! 


i___ YES, send me the 2004 BaMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK when it is available. 1 enclose $12 per YEARBOOK, 
‘which covers any applicable taxes and postage and handling. Total enclosed $ for ____ yearbooks. ; 


2 ——— __ Check or money order to "BAMA 
__ VISA __ MasterCard 


ADDRESS OMA 5 Sn 


‘CITY ST ZIP Signature 


Telephone Credit Card Orders to 1-800-713-2261 : 
‘Mail orders to BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
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The Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 


Z Inside scoop On Crimson Tide Football. Not Just The Headlines. = 


also get the story behind the 


story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 


and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Prease Senn Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onwy $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 
O)Payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 


‘BAMA Magazine 
O Mastercard PO. Box 866104 
OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


Bank Card# Exp. Date 
Signature. 
Please Prin 


State 


New Subscription, 


football season, either. Keep 


up with all Alabama sports, 
August through May. Great 
gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 
coupon or for immediate 


service, just call toll-free 
1-800-713-2261. 


